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Completeness 


By Ida A. Guirey 
OW sweet is our rest 
When we “rest in the Lord,” 
Commit all to His care 
And rely on His Word! 


How great is our joy 

When He dwells in the heart 
That is yielded to Him, 

And ‘He fills every part! 


How complete is our life 
And how perfect our peace 

When the Lord has control 
And our own efforts cease! 


Misusing Amusements 

When we ask ourselves whether cer- 
tain amusements are right or wrong we 
are in danger of losing sight of a larger 
and more important aspect of the whole 
subject. For “amusement” contains the 
thought of diversion, distraction, the op- 
posite of “musing” or serious thought. 
To “amuse” means “to entertain, divert, 
te excite in mirth”; and in the archaic 
sense, “to beguile.” The world is mad 
today over all sorts of amusements. Many 
are definitely harmful, but there are 
others that do no harm provided they 
are not, overdone. But a danger lurk- 


ing in all amusements is that they will 
keep the mind from serious thought at 
any time. One dictionary definition says 
“to meditate in 


that “muse” means 


Silence; think deeply,” and adds that 
“muse is never applied to the future; we 
muse over the past or what is now going 
on.” This is in line with the Bible use 
of the word. “I remember the days of 
old,” said David; “I meditate on all thy 
works; I muse on the work of thy hands” 
(Psa. 143:5). After the preaching of 
John the Baptist, “all men mused in 
their hearts of John, whether he were 
the Christ, or not” (Luke 3:15). Here is 
the right kind of musing, on the things 
of God, from which mere “amusement” 
might easily take a man off. These are 
serious days in which we are living, and 
while we need some relaxation and 
recreation, yet we need to meditate on 
such great questions as the condition 
of the world, the shortness of time, and 
our own relationship to God. David 
also said, “My heart was hot within me, 
while I was musing the fire-burned: then 
spake I with my tongue, Lord, make me 


to know mine end, and the measure of 
my days, what it is; that I may know 
how frail I am” (Psa, 39:3, 4). This of 
course is very profitable musing. David 
deyelops the thought of the shortness of 
life and offers earnest prayers for de- 
liverance from sin and says, “My hope 
is in thee.” While the original thought 
here is that as he mused his thoughts 
became more lively and his spirit more 
animated, yet this also suggests that as 
we think seriously of the things of God 
His holy, consuming fire burns the dross 
out of our lives and makes us more fit 
for His use. So, in considering all 
amusements, let us be careful to see that 
they do not take too much time or pre- 
vent us from the right kind of musing. 
We need to remember the Apostle Paul's 
admonition to his son-in-the-faith, Tim- 
othy, “Meditate upon these things; give 
thyself wholly to them; that thy profit- 
ing may appear to all” (1 Tim, 4:15). 


Exercising Ourselves Unto Godliness 
By Arthur Hedley 


“Exercise thyself unto godliness: 
for bodily exercise is profitable for 
a little; but godliness is profitable for 
all things” (1 Tim. 4:7, 8, AS.V.). 


T IS evident from Paul’s allusions 
I to the Grecian games that he had 

seen them at some time or other, 
He was well acquainted with the stren- 
uous bodily exercises and the rigid self- 
discipline practiced by those who in- 
tended to participate in the different 
events. To keep the whole bodye fit 
they abstained from eating or drinking 
or doing anything that would spoil their 
chances of winning the coveted prize. 
“Every man that striveth for the mas- 
tery is temperate in all things,” and 
even so Paul kept his body, with its 
appetites under strict self-control, that 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“When the enemy shall come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against 
him” (Isa. 59:19b). 























he’ might be sure of the incorruptible 
crown (1 Cor. 9:24-27). He had a course 
to run, and his great ambition was to 
“finish” his “course with joy” (Acts 
20:24). At the end of his life he could 
say with humility, gratitude, and joy, 
“T have fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course, I have kept the faith” 
(2 Tim. 4:7). How grand if we could 
all say this at the close of life’s brief 
day! 

The Apostle Paul did not despise bod- 
ily exercise. He admits that it is bene- 
ficial to a certain extent. “Bodily exer- 
cise is profitable for a little” (1 Tim. 4:8, 
A.S.V.), says Paul, implying that it is 
not useless. It has a part to play in the 
Christian life, for reasonable exercise 
and recreation keep the body sound, 
and a sound body does help the mind. 
He who neglects and even despises bod- 
ily exercise suffers for it, sooner or 
later. To offer unto the Lord Jesus a 
body clean, healthy, vigorous, strong is 
a great thing. “Just as I am, young 
strong and free, to be the best that I 
can be,” is a resolve every Christian 
youth should make. The tragic thing 
is this that multitudes who devote much 
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time, thought, money, to recreation have 
no high, noble end in view. They are 
out for self-glory, to develop a body 
which will win admiration, to win prizes 
and the plaudits of the crowd. What 
profit is it to be an expert in physical 
exercises, to be skillful at baseball, 
football, if we are but novices or failures 
in respect to godliness? Dan Crawford, 
that great missionary who wrote “Think- 
ing Black,” declares that nothing is 
profitable if the soul is godless, impure. 


What profits it to understand 
The merigs of a spotless shirt, 
A dapper foot, a little hand, 
If half the little soul be dirt? 


The Christian, in all his recreations, 
should have one clear, definite purpose 
in view, namely, to glorify God. We are 
called to “glorify God” in body and in 
spirit, seeing they are His by blood- 
bought right (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). When 
a student in Scotland I had a friend, a 
stalwart Highlander, who had heard the 
call of Christ to be His missionary in 
Africa. Before his fellow students were 
up, he would have a cold douche, and 
then a run through the streets of Glas- 
gow. He seemed well aware of the fact 
that to stand the climate where he was 
going he would need to be sound in 
body, and so during his collegiate life 
he prepared and disciplined himself for 
the great task ahead. So far he has 
given thirty years’ devoted service to 
Christ on the Congo. 

Robert Browning says that “he who 
has one end in view makes all things 
serve.” In the earliest and best days 
of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion in Britain, we swam, ran, played 
football, cricket, with one grand end in 
view, to win others to Christ. Before 
we played we prayed, and many were 
the youths who wete won for Christ 
through our witness for Him at all times 
and in all places. It is sad to think that, 
in so many schools, colleges, universities 
so large a place is devoted to sport, that 
youths are more concerned about pro- 
ficiency on the sports field than in their 
studies, Many today regret that they de- 
voted so much time to sport, so little 
time to study, to the deep things of the 
soul. 

The apostle points us to the best of 
all exercises: “Train yourself in godliness, 
Exercise for the body is not useless, but 
godliness is useful in every respect, pos- 
sessing, as it does, the promise of Life 
now, and of the Life which is soon com- 
ing” (1 Tim, 4:7, 8, Weymouth). This 
is the greatest profit to pursue; to seek 
diligently after “righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love” (1 Tim. 6:11). Bodily ex- 
ercise is good, but, in a few short years, 
we reach the peak of our bodily powers 
and then there comes a slow but sure 
decline. What of those who Have lived 
only for the body and have starved the 
soul? 

Those who “live godly in Christ Jesus” 
(2 Tim. 3:12) profit in a double sense. 
In this present life it is far more profit- 
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able to be virtuous than vicious; to live 
for God rather than self. The Christian 
who lives to serve and glorify his Sav- 
iour experiences, in the living present, 
real joy and peace and life and liberty. 
Then what a glorious prospect the be- 
liever has, as he faces death, he knows 
“the best is yet to be.” What if the 
body decays?’ He possesses eternal life, 
he knows that death is not the end of 
all, and can say: “Though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is re- 
newed day by day. For our light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:16, 17). 

The bright prospect of the life beyond, 
whose glories we can but dimly perceive, 
is a great comfort and incentive in this 
present life, and to have no prospect, 
no hope of eternal life and blessing is 
indeed a sad outlook. The Christian has 
the best of two worlds; the joy of 
Christ’s transforming friendship in this 
present world, and the sure and certain 
hope of being with Christ through all 
eternity, ys 


Notes on Open Letters 


Are Present Day Filends 
Orthodox? 


Your paper came this morning and 
I was interested to see an article on 
Friends. It was an article entitled 
“An Early Quaker’s Doctrinal State- 
ment,” and was quoted from George 
Fox’s letter to the Governor of Bar- 
bados, written in 1671. 

The statement in the introductory 
editorial, which reads as follows: 
“Those who are familiar with the pres- 
ent-day beliefs of both the so-called 
Orthodox and Hicksite branches of the 
Friends will readily see the striking 
contrast between these beliefs and the 
following statement made by George 
Fox,” is a very unfortunate one and 
gives evidence of lack of understand- 
ing. I have been a pastor in the “so- 
called” Orthodox Friends meetings for 
more than ten years and have pastored 
churches in Indiana, Ohio, and now in 
California. In my three churches 
there has been one hundred per cent 
agreement with the doctrinal state- 
ment referred to above. It is included 
in our Book of Discipline and is con- 
sidered as a brief but basic statement 
of our present church doctrine. 

I recognize the wide variation among 
Quakers across our country, but I also 
believe that a statement which is not 
generally true should never be gen- 
erally applied. We preach a positive 
Gospel, believing the deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, His virgin birth, sinless 
life, efficacious blood atonement, bodily 
resurrection, and second coming to be 
basic to proper and Scriptural under- 
standing of His person and mission. 
The need of the new birth and Spirit- 
filled life is declared according to .the 
clear teachings of the inspired Word 
of God, our Bible, both Old and New 
Testament. 
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Without further elaboration on our 
beliefs, may I say that my acquaint- 
ance with Friends from Ohio to Cali- 
fornia would lead me to the positive 
statement that only a very small per- 
centage would hesitate to subscribe 
fully to the doctrinal beliefs of George 
Fox, the founder of our church—A 
California reader. 

You seem not to be aware of the 
fact that the letter to the Governor 
of Barbados, written by George Fox, 
is printed in the Discipline of the Iowa 
Yearly Meeting of Friends and of other 
members of the Five Years Meeting, 
and is according to our present-day 
belief. I am aware that in the East, 
some are Modernistic and the Hicksites, 
of course, are Unitarian. That is the 
reason for the separation. 

Friends in Oregon, California, Kan- 
sas, Ohio all believe in the virgin 
birth, the deity of Christ, the bodily 
resurrection, and most of them look 
for the Second Coming. 

There is so much misunderstanding 
along this line, that I felt led to write 
you. 

I have been a subscriber to your 
paper for almost thirty years, and like 
it very much.—An Iowa Friend. 

A few other letters, besides these, have 
been received objecting to one sentence 
in the Editor’s introduction to George 
Fox’s doctrinal statement, It is a satis- 
faction to know that there are sound 
groups of Friends or Quakers, and the 
Editor is sorry to have misrepresented 
them in making a too general statement, 
However, he took his freshman year (1916- 
17) in a small Quaker and supposedly 
orthodox college near Philadelphia, but 
he discovered that the religious teaching 
and the attitude of the majority of fac- 
ulty and students were quite modernistic, 
In the community in which he now lives 
the Hicksite and Orthodox branches of 
the Friends have united, though the 
Hicksites have not as far as he knows 
given up Unitarian beliefs. It is not 
usual for Friends’ meetings in the East 
to have “pastors,” like the California 
pastor; and it is good to know that the 
meeting which he directs stands firmly 
for the fundamental doctrines, including 
the blood atonement and the Second 
Coming. 

Mr. William H. Richie, retired execu- 
tive secretary of the American Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission, who resigned from 
the Friends ten years ago because of 
Modernism,, writes: 

I note with interest the reprint in 
the S.S.T. of May 7 of the famous let- 
ter to the Governor of the Barbados 
by George Fox. I used to like to quote 
this letter when I was a Quaker 
preacher and affirm my agreement 
with his confession of faith, only I 
would add a plank as to the premil- 
lennial return of Christ. 

The brief sentence as to “those who 
are familiar with the present-day be- 
liefs,” etc., is to the point and accurate, 
I believe, as regards the situation here 
in the Philadelphia yearly meetings, 

(Continued on page 483) 
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VI. Things a Christian Should Know 


God's daily overruling 





should know have already been dis- 
cussed in these articles, ahd it is 
hoped that as the result of reading them 
you have been enabled to enter more fully 
into the experience which should -be 
yours, if you are a true child of God. 
At this time I want to remind you of 
a verse that I often think is one of the 
most misquoted and misused texts in 
the New Testament. It is found in the 
eighth chapter of Romans and the twen- 
ty-eighth verse, “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.” When 
Paul says, “We know,” he is speaking of 
a deep and unshakable conviction that 
should be the possession of everyone 
that really knows the Lord and has 
been born again. I like to speak of 
this verse as a statement that is abso- 
lutely inclusive as to its contents, but 
very exclusive as to its application, that 
is, in regard to those whom it concerns. 
Only a very small group of people have 
the right to quote it as applying to 
themselves. So often people tell me, 
“Well, all things work out for good,” 
but actually all things do not work out 
for good by any means. “Think of what 
the poor Koreans have been undergoing, 
and of the terrible sorrow and misery 
in China and Indonesia these days. 
Things are not working out for good 
to those people—or at least for the vast 
majority of them. Let us think then 
for a few minutes on: 


1. The Exclusive Application.—These 
words apply only to those (1) who love 
God, and (2) are called according to 
His purpose. Did you ever stop to think 
of what those words mean? People 
who love God are those who have a 
very special interest in Him. You _re- 
member that the Lord, in reply to the 
question as to which is the first and 
greatest commandment, replied, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength; this is the first commandment” 
(Mark 12:30). You also will remember, in 
the closing chapter of John’s Gospel, in the 
account of the Lord’s meeting with Peter 
on the shores of the Lake of Galilee, 
He asked Peter three times, “Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me?” How many 
of us are ready to say, “Yes, Lord, I 
love Thee, and I am ready to trust Thee 
in the dark, without fear and without 
murmuring, for I know Thou doest all 
things well’? Here is one of the tests 
of whether or not we love Him. 

But the other qualification reads, 


Fee of the things that a Christian 


“Them who are the called according to 
his purpose.” Not only people who have 
a peculiar interest in God, but those in 
whom He also has a very special interest 
and to whom He has a very special re- 
lation. Paul tells us in Ephesians 1 that 
we are chosen in Him (Christ Jesus) 
by God the Father before the founda- 
tion of the world, and with the glorious 
purpose that we should be holy and 
without blemish before Him in love. Of 
one thing we can be certain, that it is 
only as and because God has chosen us 
that we have been led to love Him, for 
we do not love God naturally, because 
of the way in which sin has entered our 
hearts and darkened our minds. The 
great statement then of which we are 
thinking applies to those who truly love 
God and who are called by God to be 
His. 

2. The Inclusive Contents—The con- 
tents are this—“that all things work to- 
gether for good.” All things means 
everything. I was surprised, a short 
time ago, when I took up my concord- 
ance and discovered how often the 
phrase “all things” occurs in the New 
Testament. So much is said about them, 
We are told that “all things are for 
your sakes,” “all things are yours,” and 
in the same chapter of Romans in which 
our verse is found, “He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not also with him 
also freely give us all things?” (Rom. 
8:32.) 

As we think of these words we can 
see something of God’s over-all plan for 
each one of us, His children. We look 
at things always from the point of time 
of this world. God always looks at them 
and works them out from the viewpoint 
of eternity. We are told in several 
places of the spiritual temple that is 
now being built. The foundations are 
the prophets and the apostles; the chief 
cornerstone—the stone of strength and 
of beauty, which ties the walls and the 
foundations together is the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and we are living stones, built 
in for a temple in which God the Father 
will dwell through the Holy Spirit. The 
daily experiences of our lives are the 
instruments in God’s hands that He uses 
to shape us and to polish us so that, as 
living stones, we are prepared to fit 
into the niche that He has planned for 
us. Now the shaping and. polishing 
processes are often painful, but none the 
less necessary. The working of all 
things together for good includes the 
way in which sorrow and difficulties 
and temptations and testings are over- 
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ruled by God to shape us and discipline 
us and train us to be better men and 
women whom He can use throughout 
the eternities that lie ahead for His 
honor and glory in His vast King- 
dom. 


3. The Divine Secret.—There is a di- 
vine secret connected with this myste- 
rious process. I suppose every one of 
us has said to ourselves, “How can this 
possibly work out?” The answer is 
given in the preceding verses, which 
tell us of the intercessory work of the 
Holy Spirit, “The Spirit helpeth our in- 
firmity: for we know not how to pray 
as we ought; but the Spirit himself 
maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered; ... be- 
cause he maketh intercession for the 
Saints according to the will of God” 
(Rom. 8:26, 27, A.S.V.). We do not know 
how to pray as we should, but the Holy 
Spirit who dwells in our hearts, which 
is the place of need, not only knows 
the need but maketh intercession for us 
with such intensity that Paul speaks 
of it as “unutterable groanings.” He 
also prays for us according to the will 
of God, and such prayer for us we can 
be certain always brings wonderful re- 
sults. The reason then that all things 
do work together for good to them that 
love God and are His is because the 
divine Holy’ Spirit continually is inter- 
ceding for them with inexpressible in- 
tensity. He is praying that each cir- 
cumstance, of whatever nature it may 
be, may be overruled by God and’ used 
by Him to bring new blessings and new 
graces into the hearts and lives of those 
for whom He is praying. That is God’s 
will for them, and such praying is bound 
to bring wonderful results. 


4. The Human Experience.—Lastly, let 
us ask ourselves as to how this works 
out in our daily living. It means first 
of‘all that in the life of every true Chris- 
tian there is no such thing as luck, 
whether good or bad; there are no 
chances and no accidents. What a tre- 
mendous comfort and ground for assur- 
ance that should be, and will be to us, 
if we really accept it in faith! It also 
means that God in His omniscience— 
that is, His infinite knowledge—fore- 
knew and has provided for every need 
and every situation that He will permit 
us to meet. Nothing comes into our 
lives without His permission, and He 
permits it only for our blessing. As we 
understand that, we can say and mean 
it, “My disappointments are His ap- 
pointments.” That takes all the sting 
and all the defeat out of them. As we 
live day by day with the unshakable 
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conviction that, come what may, it is 
His purpose for me, then we are ready 
for whatever happens because He has 
the answer and the provision for every 
need, even before it actually arises, We 
rejoice in His knowledge, and in His 
foreknowledge, and in His infinite love, 
which has taken care of everything in 
advance, that we may receive new bless- 
ings and new power and new under- 
standing in each testing, sorrow, bur- 
den, and seeming frustration, which only 
gives Him new opportunities to reveal 
to us Himself in all of His gracious and 
tender dealings with us. May He indeed 
give us grace to believe this tremendous 
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truth and to live it out day by day to 
His glory. 

Our loving Heavenly Father, we 
praise Thee again for Thy unchang- 
ing faithfulness in regard even to 
the details and circumstances of our 
daily lives. Enable us we pray to 
have the same conviction in our 
hearts concerning “all things,” learn- 
ing to accept them as Thy appoint- 
ments for us, and rejoicing in Thy 
tender care that permits them to 
come and that provides for our needs. 
We ask it in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


(To be continued) 


lll. A Visit to Central and South America 


Glimpses of missionary life in Quito and the jungle in Ecuador : 


FTER a rather bumpy trip by air 
from Panama, we saw the plains 
and mountains surrounding Quito ap- 
parently tilt up beside the plane’s win- 
dows as we circled in for a landing. 
When we were released from the plane 
and walked across the landing field to 
the airport, we felt like caged animals 
as we waited and waited for the leis- 
urely formalities of the customs and 
immigration officials and could see be- 
yond the barriers our dear daughter 
Betty, whom we had ‘not seen for nearly 
three years, and her husband Jim Elliot, 
with two or three other missionary 
friends. Finally all the red tape was 
cut through, and we had a joyful re- 
union with our loved ones. Dr. Wil- 
fred G. Tidmarsh, the senior missionary 
of the group with which Jim and Betty 
are working, was there with his station 
wagon and he drove us to what is called 
the bodega, a large house néar Station 
HCJB, which is used as a combination 
storage place and home for any of the 
missionaries while in Quito. There we 
had the joy of seeing our new little 
granddaughter, Valerie, born February 
27 in the home of Nathaniel and Mar- 
jorie Saint at Shell Mera, with the ‘as- 
sistance of Dr. Everett Fuller of HCJB. 
The group with which Betty and Jim 
are working in their jungle station at 
Shandia is generally known to outsiders 
as the Brethren, but they like to be 
known as “assemblies of Christians 
gathered.in the name of the Lord alone.” 
Peter and Olive Fleming of Seattle are 
at present in charge of the home in 
Quito, and they entertained us most 
kindly during our stay of several days 
in Quito. From the house we looked 
across the road to the buildings of HCJB, 
the school of the Christian and Mission- 
ary Alliance, and on up the green slopes 
to the summit of Pichincha, one of the 
great mountain peaks some fifteen thou- 
sand feet high. The weather seemed 
rather cold to us in Quito, and since the 
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altitude is 9,300 feet we, like other for- 
eign newcomers, had frequent head- 
aches. Our stay in Quito was made as 
pleasant as possible by many kind 
friends. 

Dr. and Mrs. Tidmarsh gave a tea for 
us one afternoon, at which we had op- 
portunity to meet many of the mission- 
ary community. We visited the studios 
of HCJB, certainly one of the great 
Gospel lighthouses of the world. It 
broadcasts in eleven languages right 
around the clock—twenty-four hours a 
day. 

One morning our friend Barbara Rob- 
erts, wife of Dr. Paul Roberts, took us 
through the nearly completed Rimmer 
Memorial Hospital, named in honor of 
the late Harry Rimmer. The outer walls 
and the inside partitions are finished, 
and it is expected that within a few 
months’ time all the medical equipment 
will be installed and the rooms fur- 
nished so that Dr. Roberts and his assist- 
ants can take care of the many poor, 
needy Indians and others who wait pa- 
tiently by the gates, as the people did 
when the Lord Jesus was on earth. Dr. 
Roberts had been in this country for a 
short time speaking over George Palmer’s 
radio in Philadelphia, but we had the 
pleasure of having a visit with him and 
his wife on the evening of his arrival 
back in Quito and just before we left 
the city. 

On another evening we met with a 
number of friends for supper at the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Turner of HCJB. 
He is in charge of “The Academy of the 
Air,” correspondence courses which have 
a very wide ministry. After supper, Mrs. 
Turner showed colored pictures of a 
tour which she had made recently in 
Palestine. 

On Thursday, March 17, Dr. Tidmarsh 
kindly drove us in his station wagon 
about 150 miles down to Shell Mera in 
the jungle. At times the road wound 
around tremendous cliffs, with escarp- 
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ments dropping sharply dgwn hundreds 
of feet to the rushing brown and white 
river far below. Landslides are fairly 
common, and here and there one could 
see where they had occurred not too 
long ago. But we got safely to the home 
of Nate and Marj Saint, where we were 
to stay overnight. 

Never have we seen anything quite 
like that busy, hospitable home. It is 
really a haven for missionaries going 
to and fro, and a base for Nate Saint, 
pilot of the Missionary Aviation Fellow- 
ship, and his two planes, a Piper Cruiser 
and a Piper Pacer. They have had as 
many as twenty-three guests at one 
time in their large home. 

Nate flies the missionaries and their 
supplies to and from their jungle sta- 
tions, wherever there are landing strips. 
His sister, Rachel, with the Wycliffe 
Translators, is situated not far from Shell 
Mera, as the plane flies, but she has no 
landing strip. So Nate drops mail 
and supplies to her by parachute. On 
one trip when he was taking Mrs. How- 
ard to Shandia, he dropped the mail, but 
the wind caught the parachute and blew 
it off into a big tree. “Oh, that’s all 
right,” said Nate. “The Indians will cut 
the tree down and get the mail.” There 
is a long landing strip at Shell Mera, 
which Nate uses, and it is also used by 
a small, private airline which flies pas- 
sengers and baggage in a somewhat old- 
fashioned and noisy “Norseman” be- 
tween Shell Mera and Quito. 

We were greatly impressed with the 
loving, unselfish service which Nate and 
Marj Saint are daily rendering to scores 
of missionaries. Nate is a skillful flier, 
and takes every possible precaution to 
take his passengers safely through the 
cloudy, rainy hills and over the vast 
expanses of jungle. A rather vivid pic- 
ture of his wife’s part in it all is given 
in this extract from Mrs. Howard's diary: 

“What a lesson in Christian grace and 
patience to see what Marj Saint’s day 
is like! Up early for a 6.30 radio con- 
tact which keeps going till 9 or after; 
feeding her baby, guiding her maid; 
teaching little Kathy and friend from 
Calvert Course; keeping her guests in 
mind; helping Nate get off in his plane; 
keeping in contact with him as he flies 
—these and many other things make 
up her day which she lives with a sweet 
and cheerful spirit. I tried to help her 
some with the baby and reading to the 
children.” 

At Shell Mera there is also a station 
of the Gospel Missionary Union, which 
has had work in Ecuador for a great 
many years. Here there is a Bible school 
and regular services are held. Between 
the Saints’ home and the G.M.U. sta- 
tion there is a clinic, recently built, and 
in charge of Dr. Eichenberg of the Wy- 
cliffe Translators and Dr. Fuller of 
HCJB. One morning Dr. Eichenberg 
invited me in to see him treat an In- 
dian for snake bite. I also saw the In- 
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dian women bringing their babies for 
treatment and various kinds of shots. 
One of the goals of our long journey 
was, of course, the home of Betty and 
Jim in Shandia in the jungle. On Fri- 
day, March 18, Nate flew Jim and me in 
first and on a second trip brought in 
Mrs. Howard, Betty, and the baby. The 
home is spacious and well built, for 
Mr. Elliot of Portland, Oreg., had come 
down to help Jim with the building of 
it. Both have had experience in build- 
ing, and they have built well. There 
is a complete concrete floor and wall 
about four feet high all around the 
first floor; the upper walls are made of 
fine wood, and the roof is aluminum. 
Betty has a cheerful Indian girl to help 
her. She is learning fast, now does most 
of the cooking, and sings Christian 
hymns at her work. She is a Quichua 


- Indian like the others in that region, 


and Betty and Jim talk to her in her 
own language. While they both speak 
Spanish also, most of the Indians do not. 

In the large living room, which I 
paced off as about thirty feet long, Betty 
has a little school for the Indian girls 
and young women. With great interest 
I watched her teaching them, though I 
could not understand a word. Often 
Betty would be holding her own baby 
and several of the Indian women had 
theirs while the class went on. Jim is 
teaching a group of boys, and among 
other things they are learning to do 
wood work with the power saw which 
Mr. Elliot brought down with him. 

Because of the warm climate there are 
no glass windows in the house, but the 
sides are open and have screens. Often 
our activities in the house would be 
watched with keen interest by a group 
of Indians outside. 

Down a jungle trail about one-third of 
a mile from Betty’s house is a small 
landing strip; the home, until recently, 
of Ed and Marilou McCully and their 
two little boys; and a building used for 
a Christian day school and Sunday 
school and church for the Quichua In- 
dians. (The McCullys have recently 
moved to another station to try to reach 
a hostile tribe of Indians called Aucas. 
They need our prayers.) There are also 
a few Indian huts in this clearing. On 
Sunday morning we went down to the 
service and heard Jim preach. Though 
we could understand nothing, yet it was 
obvious that he was preaching with fer- 
vor and fluency in the language and he 
had good attention. 

The Indians are a likable people, small 
in stature though strong and well built, 
and many of them listened gladly to 
the Gospel. One of the chiefs at Shandia 
is rather a rough character and a great 
drinker. But every time he saw me 


outside the house he would come up 
and greet me respectfully in Spanish 
and shake hands with me, 
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As in Costa Rica and Panama, we’ 
were of course interested in the natural 
life at Shandia. In the living room one 
evening I heard something strike the 
floor and spotted an object gliding across 
it.- At first I thought it was a mouse, 
but it turned out to be a giant roach 
with almost transparent wings about 
three inches long. About six o’clock 
each evening there was a great chorus 
of frogs which quacked like ducks and 
kept up their clatter for an hour or so. 
We heard many kinds of birds, though 
it was hard to see them because of the 
very thick foliage. There are deadly 
poisonous snakes and boa constrictors in 
the underbrush, though we saw none of 
them. An Indian came by with a torch 
one evening and told Betty later that 
he had seen a large boa constrictor as 
thick as a man’s leg. The knowledge 
that there are venomous snakes con- 
strains us to pray that Betty and Jim 
and the other missionaries may be pro- 
tected from them. 

When the time came to say farewell 
to Jim and Betty it was hard to leave 
them, and there was quite a tug at our 
hearts as Nate’s plane gathered momen- 
tum down the airstrip and we saw Betty 
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holding little Valerie in her arms and 
standing with the Indian girls and 
women as they all waved good-by. But 
we are profoundly thankful that they 
are preaching the unsearchable riches of 
Christ to those needy people in the 
jungle. 

En route from Quito to Miami there 
was a pleasant interlude as our plane 
put in at Tocumen, the Panama airport, 
for about an hour. To our surprise and 
joy, General Harrison and Captain Craig 
were waiting at the airport to meet Mr. 
and Mrs. LeTourneau and Dr. Edman 
who were coming in in Mr. LeTour- 
neau’s own plane. Soon they arrived in 
the converted Army bomber and we all 
had a visit together. They had been in 
Liberia and then in Peru, where Mr. Le- 
Tourneau has extensive engineering and 
agricultural projects to help the na- 
tionals and open the way for the Gospel. 

As we came in over Miami late at 
night the fabulous city was a fantastic 
sight. We were kept safe on our long 
drive home, and were filled with thanks- 
giving to God for allowing us to make 
the trip and for His bountiful mercies 
on all the way by air and land. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Teacher 


For use when an unexpected call comes to teach a class 


AVE you ever been asked to teach 
a Sunday school class on short 

notice? You probably have, and you 
most, likely said “No” to the request, 
because you did not know what to teach. 

Why not have a little “ABC”, lesson 
tucked in your Bible—a lesson that can 
be given without study. A popular one 
can be prepared on the names applied 
to Christ, using one name for each let- 
ter of the alphabet. You could, start 
by asking someone to read Revelation 
1:8. While he is reading the verse, you 
can write on the blackboard, “Alpha 
and Omega.” While someone is reading 
1 Peter 2:25, you can write, “Bishop of 
our souls.” The following names can 
complete your alphabet: 

Chief Cornerstone (Eph. 2:20). 

Deliverer (Psa. 40:17). 

Everlasting Father (Isa. 9:6). 

First and last (Rev. 1:17). 

Good shepherd (John 10:14). 

Holy One of God (Mark 1:24). 

Intercessor (Rom. 8:34). 

Just One (Acts 7:52). 

King of kings (1 Tim. 6:15). 

Lamb of God (John 1:29). 

Morning star (Rev. 22:16). 

Nazarene (Matt. 2:23). 


Omnipotent (Rev. 19:6). 
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Prince, of Peace (Isa. 9:6). 
Quickening spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). 
Resurrection and Life (John 11:25). 
Saviour (John 4:42). 

Teacher (John 3:2). 

Unknown God (Acts 17:23). 

Victor (Isa, 25:8). 

Word (John 1:1). 

X-alted One (Psa. 97:9). 

Yielded Lord (Matt. 27:50; Phil. 2:7, 8). 

Zealous Lord (Isa. 9:7). 

Sunday school teaching periods (as a 
rule) are thirty minutes in length. If 
you allow one minute for each name, 
you will still have four minutes in which 
to make an evangelistic appeal to any- 
one in the class who might be unsaved. 
Pick up your chalk and circle the name 
“Saviour.” Show the pupils how this 
name can become personal. Are they 
able to say “My Saviour”? 

SALEM, OREG. 

we 


If thou art on the Lord’s side thou art 
ready for anything and everything. .. . 
The grand point is this, namely, the sur- 
render of thyself to the claims of another, 
and that other the Lord Christ.—C. H. 
Mackintosh, in Keswick Calendar. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Tou China Post gives us Mme. 
Chiang Kai-shek’s Easter message 
of this year (which the Christian 
Beacon republishes). One cannot but re- 
joice in it. Mme, Chiang was trained 
in Wellesley College, which was founded 
by Henry F. Durant, a Boston Unitarian 
lawyer converted to Christ. Mr. Durant’s 
purpose in his gifts was to rear college 
women in the evangelical faith. He, too, 
would rejoice at this graduate’s clear 
and profound confession. 

Mme, Chiang speaks of four places as 
especially identified with Christ—“Beth- 
lehem, where the Word became incar- 
nate; Mt, Hermon, where the Word was 
transfigured, revealing Christ’s Godhead; 
Gethsemane, where the Word’ of God 
showed His human nature; and Calvary, 
where the Lamb of God made atone- 
ment for our sin. The Mount of Trans- 
figuration was the only place on earth 
where Jesus exhibited His glory. Cal- 
vary’s cry, ‘My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?’ echoes in a million 
throats on both sides of the iron cur- 
tain. 

“The Lamb of God was born to be 
the supreme victim. He was transfig- 
ured only to prepare Himself for the 
fateful sacrifice. He prayed for the bit- 
ter cup to be taken away. It remained. 
He gave up His spirit on the cross, 
thereby shattering all faith in God. 
God’s covenant lay at the foot of the 
cross, dishonored, unredeemed, a monu- 
ment of broken faith. 

“The Resurrection was faith vindi- 
cated. Just as it threw the four mile- 
stones—our Lord’s birth, His transfigura- 
tion, His acceptance of the cup, and His 
crucifixion into a new perspective—so 
does Christ’s Atonement lift off the dead 
weight of the past, bears the penalty of 
our sin, and starts us afresh. 

“Without atonement we sin, we die. 
With atonement Christ dies physically 
in order that we may live spiritually. 
As simple as it is miraculous, it is a 
mystic process by which Christ some- 
how takes our place in bearing the pen- 
ality of sin.” 


Scotch Comment on Mr. Graham’s 
Campaign in Scotland.—The Life of Faith 
says he has captured the ear of the 
nation as no other evangelist since D. L. 
Moody; then adds, “Maybe this is the 
last great opportunity the nation will 
have before the Lord’s return.” 

A minister writing anonymously in 
Life and Work, organ of the Church of 
Scotland, says: 

“My first impression of the man at 
close quarters was not of his good looks 
but of his goodness; not of his extraordi- 
nary range of commitments but of his 


own committedness to his Lord and Mas- 
ter. He is a single-minded man, one 
who has the purity of heart which sees 
God. 

“One is caught again and again by 
his humility, which flashes out when he 
is off guard as vanity does in many others 
of us. In spite of vast publicity, which 
many fear may not be good for him, he 
remains humble; no, it is more than that. 
He seems to be given an added grace 
of humility to counterbalance it all. This 
in itself is proof that God is with him. 

“His preaching was sometimes a mag- 
nificent exposition of Scripture (there 
was a tremendous sermon on Daniel as 
a prototype of the endurance of Christ). 
Sometimes it was rather formless, a 
gather-up of disconnected thoughts. But 
nearly always it was the Sword of the 
Spirit used for the purpose of stabbing 
secular man awake. This perhaps is his 
greatest power, to bring us to see that 
all have continuing need of penitence. 

“This man’s word searches. His secret 
lies there. He is all the time letting 
the Word of God speak. He is all the 
time submitting himself to it, to the 
Spirit who gives it life. ‘I live, yet not 
I” There is where his humility comes 
from, and it is certainly where his power 
comes from. He is the servant of the 
Word. He is not remarkable for his 
gifts; he is remarkable for what he is 
making of God's gifts.” 

In the six weeks of the All-Scotland 
Crusade over a million people will have 
attended its meetings apart from those 
who listen to broadcasts. 

Glen Gibson, a British broadcaster, 
says: “Prayer has been the key to the 
success of this crusade. No city in his- 
tory has been the object of so much 
sustained, world-wide prayer. In an 
upper room in Kelvin Hall itself, four 
hundred people met every night for 
prayer. I spent an evening with this 
group—businessmen, office girls, ship- 
yard workers. How refreshed in spirit 
I was at the end of the evening! 

“Graham speaks with authority, the 
authority of the Bible. Verses seem to 
leap up in three dimensional form. He 
lashes sin uncompromisingly. He tells 
you exactly what is going on in your 


heart. That is this American’s great 
secret. He is the voice of your own 
conscience. You may ignore your own 


still, small voice, but when it is ampli- 
fied a hundred times throughout this 
great hall, it pulls you to your feet. And 
that is why hundreds find themselves 
coming forward at his invitation to make 
their decision for Christ.” 

The Rev. Thomas Allen of the “Tell 
Scotland Movement” pays tribute to “his 
equipment, his magnificent presence, his 
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voice of wonderful range and flexibility, 
his almost flawless diction, his unhesi- 
tating command of words”; but what 
chiefly marks his preaching is “his state- 
ment of the central affirmations of the 
Gospel. This allows the facts of the 
faith to emerge without distraction. The 
unanimous verdict of most of the lay- 
men to whom I have spoken is simply, 
‘We understand what this man is say- 
ing.’ Thus thousands coming to Kelvin 
Hall are reached every week, people 
who are never inside a church.” 


Mr. Nixon, our Vice-President, in vis- 
iting Latin America, seems to have 
singled out Roman Catholic dignitaries 
for especial attention. In Guatemala, 
the Archbishop accompanied him in a 
sight-seeing tour of the city (although 
the President of Guatemala appears not 
to have been visited), and effusive trib- 
ute was paid the Archbishop by him. In 
Mexico he visited the shrine of the Vir- 
gin of Guadalupe, being welcomed there 
by Archbishop Martinez. When given 
a bouquet of posies by a girl dressed in 
Mexican costume, he promptly placed it 
on the altar as a gesture of respect to 
the Virgin. Later he was given a gold 
medal of the Virgin of Guadalupe and 
expressed his thanks for this “unfor- 
gettable symbol,” describing the shrine 
as one of the most important monu- 
ments in the world. He brought “the 
gratitude and appreciation not only of 
the United States but also of all other 
countries”! 

In shaking hands with the Mexican 
Archbishop he gave both fraternal and 
semiofficial recognition to a bitter enemy 
of Mexican Protestants. “Herein,” says 
Walter Montano in the Converted Cath- 
olic, “he excited the contempt of intelli- 
gent Latin-Americans who well know he 
is a Protestant and that his words do 
not express his sincere sentiments.” 

In the Dominican Republic, Arch- 
bishop Pittini showed him through the 
historic cathedral of Santo Domingo and 
predicted that “the U.S. Vice-President 
will return for another visit—as Presi- 
dent.” Therein he probably put his fin- 
ger on the significance of Mr. Nixon’s 
rather demeaning attitude. His gesture 
in South America is perhaps meant to 
influence votes in North American Cath- 
olic circles. 


Israel and Ishmael.—What has been 
accomplished in Israel is indeed mar- 
velous. Some of it has been at the ex- 
pense of Ishmael for nigh a million dis- 
placed Palestinian Arabs pine outside 
the land of their birth and their home 
The magnificent orange and olive or- 
chards of Israel were planted by the 
Arabs, for Arabs are exceptional or- 
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chardists. This continuing injustice to 
men of Arab race is root of the resent- 
ment which all Arabs now nourish 
against the Jewish state. 

We are importuned to protest against 
exportation of American munitions to 
Egypt and gladly do so, but that is a 
negative step. One cannot expect Israel 
to finance relief to those whom they 
have supplanted. But there are many 
Jews of influence in high finance and in 
international politics who might well 

“bring to bear, jointly, pressure on their 
governments to undertake a resettle- 
ment and reorganization of Arab ref- 
ugees over a period of a quarter cen- 
tury. In such a humane way the threat 
of the Arab world against Israel’s future 
might be neutralized. 

For the torpidity of the Moslem world 
is passing. Half of the oil of the world 
is said to lie under Middle East soil. 
Here is finance for Islamic movements 
both political*and religious. 

As to religion, reports come of a con- 
ference in Mecca between the premiers 
of Egypt and Pakistan and the King of 
Saudi Arabia, looking to intensification 
of Moslem missions in Africa, The great 
blue dome of the Moslem mosque in 
Leningrad has long been visible in the 
city sky line. In the diplomatic quarter, 
Northwest Washington, a Mohammedan 
mosque is rising, the minaret of which 
will tower 160 feet above the mosque 
itself. The cornerstone of a new mosque 
in London has been laid by the Saudi 
Arabian Ambassador. It will cost a mil- 
lion which, as in the case of the Wash- 
ington mosque, will be borne by the 
twelve Moslem countries having diplo- 
matic representation in London. 


The International Moslem Society of 
the United States and Canada has held 
a third annual convention in Chicago, 
a thousand in attendance. Aim: to or- 
ganize Moslems and to present their 
beliefs to the American people. Organ: 
The Moslem World and the United 
States, edited by Abdul B. Nasem, Iowa 
City, Iowa. 

Note that at Bhamdun, near Beirut in 
Syria, a Conference for Moslem-Chris- 
tian Cooperation deputed a number of 
Moslem observers to attend the World 
Council of Churches in Evanston. These 
“observers” made their report on the 
basis of Koran passages. They stated the 
superior spirit of tolerance in Islam and 
insisted that Islam was a religion that 
antedated both Judaism and Christian- 
ity, going back to the religion of the 
patriarchs. “Missionaries are respected 
by all Islamic governments.” 

But from the Celebes one hears of 
Christians terrorized by bands of Mos- 
lems who force thousands to abjure 
their Christian faith. Wherever, world 
over, a Moslem turns Christian, perse- 
cution and threat follow automatically 
from his Moslem environment. Armed 


gangs of Moslems in the Celebes are 
burning churches and Bibles in their 
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organized campaign to force Christians 
into’: Mohammedanism. In Makale the 
entire population was ardered by the 
military commander to help build a 
mosque, 

In April, 1955, a hundred and fifty 
Protestant ministers were guests at a 
luncheon in the new Washington mosque. 
The host was a member of the Egyp- 
tian Embassy, who addressed his guests 
on the common historical bonds of the 
two faiths. The Koran he characterized 
as a continuation of divine revelation 
in the Christian Bible. And he did say 
that Jesus was born of a virgin mother, 
which probably shocked many of the 
one hundred and fifty. 


In Japan.—The Evangelical Mission- 
aries Association of Japan represents 
some 1,500 mission workers. They are 
commonly referred to as “devisive” and 
“splinter groups” because they disasso- 
ciate themselves from the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, but they have corrected 
this reproach by forming their own much 
larger association, even to the extent of 
four times as many members as the 
older Council is reported to have. 

That it is impossible'for them to fel- 
lowship with the National Council of 
Churches of Japan is obvious from an 
utterance of Dr. Aikura Ebisawa, its 
national secretary, recorded in the Refor- 
mation Review of October, 1954: 

“It may be fairly stated that the mis- 
sionaries who led Christians in the Far 
East to break with their ancient tradi- 
tions, branding them as superstitions, 
and to forsake the customs of ancestral 
worship in its entirety, were extremely 
narrow-minded in their views. In Japan 
the destruction of the Buddhist shrines 
and the throwing away of the ancestral 
tablets in the early days of Christian 
missions were considered to be expres- 
sions of earnest faith by missionaries 
of conservative and bigoted tendencies. 
Christianity is not a destroyer of former 
culture but a fulfiller of the law and the 
prophets.” 

As typical of the sermon themes in 
many Far East pulpits, the following are 
mentioned: “Unity Irrespective of Be- 
liefs”; “It’s Time for Kingdom Building”; 
“The Brotherhood of Man and the 
Fatherhood of God”; “The Social Gospel 
Based on Belief in the Universal Broth- 
erhood of Man.” 

Dr. Kagawa, the chief evangelist of 
the United Church of Japan, has a great 
record of economic reform back of him, 
but he has strayed far from Biblical 
Christianity. ‘Thus of the resurrection 
of Christ he says: “We do not know in 
what form it did come. Whether it was 
in the flesh as the Gospels teach or in 
the spiritual body as Paul tells us, it 
makes no difference. Anyway, Jesus 
was truly raised in the hearts of his 
disciples.” . (“The Religion of Jesus,” p. 
103.) In “Love the Law of Life” (p. 298), 
Dr. Kagawa lines up with die-hard evolu- 
tionism, and talks of “a direct line from 
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amoeba to man” in contrast to “the be- 
lief in the myth of a Creator making 
something out of nothing.” 


The Corrosion of Mammon.—The back- 
bone of the Federal Council was, for 
years, Rockefeller subsidy, and without 
it the Council could hardly have sur- 
vived. The bedevilment of American 
religious life by a neo-unitarian “Mod- 
ernism” can partly, even largely, be 
traced to the same financial source 
through the University of Chicago, the 
Riverside Church, Rockefeller subsidies 
to Union, Rochester, and other theolog- 
ical seminaries. Dr. Harry E. Fosdick 
seems to have been central to these fatal 
tendencies. 

For many years the executive of the 
Rockefeller Foundation has been his 
brother, Mr, Raymond B, Fosdick, and 
the recent “Report on Tax-Exempt 
Foundations” of the Reece House Spe- 
eial Committee exhibits the same cor- 
rosive and disintegrating influence of 
money on American life in many direc- 
tions. Thus on page 156 of this report 
it is stated: 

“The Rockefeller Foundation has ac- 
tively promoted the so-called John 
Dewey system of experimental educa- 
tion and has aided the introduction of 
Communist practices in our school sys- 
tem and is defending and supporting 
the continuance of these practices in 
our schools.’ 

This is illustrated on page 154 by the 
shameful “Building America” textbooks 
with their internationalist and anti- 
patriotic propaganda. 

Nearly two millions of Rockefeller 
money went, during a long period, to 
the Communist-infiltrated Institute of 
Pacific Relations, and these subsidies 
continued long after the Institute’s trea- 
son was exposed by Congressional com- 
mittees. The Reece report says: “The 
loss of China to the Communists may be 
the most tragic event in our (national) 
history and one to which the Rockefeller 
Foundation-supported Institute of Pacific 
Relations heavily contributed” (p. 180). 
The tragic Korean War is traceable to 
the same source. 

As a third illustration of the pervers- 
ity of the Rockefeller Foundation, under 
the same guidance, may be mentioned 
its financing of the publication of the 
notorious Kinsey Report. Of this foul 
book, the Tax-Exempt Foundations re- 
port says: “It is difficult for this Com- 
mittee to understand the propriety of 
the Rockefeller Foundation supporting 
the dangerous sociological experiment 
which the Kinsey Reports constitute, To 
use the public money to produce such 
socially dangerous material as ‘a best 
seller’ seems to be beyond all reason” 
(p. 70). 

Read the whole report! It-is frighten- 
ing! - 

It illustrates how money in itself is 
worse than valueless without Christian 
conscience in its stewardship. 
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International Uniform’ Lesson 





LESSON 13. JUNE 26. GOD AND THE NATIONS 


Zephaniah 3; printed text, verses 1-5, 14-20 


Golden Text.—O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt iudge the people righteously, and govern 
the nations upon earth.—Psa. 67: 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Zeph. 3:1 Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the 
oppressing city! 

2 She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; 
she trusted not in the Lorp; she drew not near to her God. 

3 Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are 
evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow. 

4 Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her 
priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence 
to the law. 

5 The just Lorp is in the midst thereof; he will not do 
iniquity: every morning doth he bring his judgment to light, 
he faileth nats but bared wagut aes no shame. 


14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and 
rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

15 The Lorp hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast 
out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the Lorp, is in 
the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more, 


16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: 
and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. 

17 The Lorp thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he 
will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in 
his love, he will joy over thee with singing. 

18 I will gather them. that are sorrowful for the solemn 
assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was 
a burden. 

19 Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: 
and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was 
driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every 
land where they have been put to shame. 

20 At that time will I bring you again, even in the time 
that I gather you: for I will make you a name‘’and a praise 
among all people of the earth, when I turn back your cap- 
tivity before your eyes, saith the Lorp. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

UR lesson is taken from one of 
O the twelve books of'the Old Tes- 

tament known as the Minor 
Prophets. They are so named, not be- 
cause they are less important than the 
others, but simply because they are 
smaller. They are minor in quantity 
only, by no means in quality or in sig- 
nificance. 

Zephaniah prophesied during the reign 
of Josiah (1:1). It is interesting to 
notice the reference to Amon—“Josiah 
the son of Amon.” That makes the link 
with the fearful sin of Judah which is 
reproved in this oracle, and suggests 
that the message of Zephaniah may have 
been given in the early years of Josiah, 
before the king launched his crusade for 
spiritual recovery, and while Judah was 
still wallowing in the idolatry estab- 
lished by Amon. 

Another interesting feature is that the 
ancestry of the prophet is traced back 
four generations, an unusual procedure 
for a prophet. Notice, too, that the 
fourth generation back brings us to 
Hezekiah (A.S.V.; ‘Hizkiah in K.J.V.). 
So far as the time element is concerned, 
this could very well be Hezekiah the 
king, and there seems no good reason 
for the genealogy if it is not intended 
to link the prophet with the royal line. 
This, of course, meant that he was re- 
lated to young King Josiah, and as a 
distant cousin would have some access 
to the court with his message of warn- 
ing and hope. 


_* “x b 4 +4 

There are three divisions in this brief 
Book of Zephaniah. In the first (1:1 
to 2:3), the prophet predicts the Day 
of the Lord. It is a dark picture of 
overflowing judgment. The terrible de- 
scription given in verses 14-18 of chap- 
ter 1 is the text of a famous Latin hymn 
of the Middle Ages, Dies Irae, “The Day 
of Wrath.” But mercy is not forgotten, 
for this section ends with a note of hope. 
The second division (2:4-15) is addressed 
to the Gentile nations around, announc- 
ing the judgments about to come upon 
them. Mark all the cities included in 
this announcement. The third section 
focuses upon the Chosen People (3:1-20). 
Judah’s sin is rehearsed, her judgment 
is declared, and her restoration is fore- 
told. The whole prophecy ends in ec- 
static hope. 

Our lesson portion has to do with the 
sins of Judah, and of promised mercy 
and restoration after judgment. 


Verse by Verse 

Zeph. 3:1—“Woe to her that is filthy 
and polluted, to the oppressing city!” 
Jerusalem is in mind. For “filthy” read 
“rebellious” (A.S.V.). The “woe” re- 
minds Jerusalem that God’s judgments, 
pronounced against the Gentile cities 
in chapter 2, will not pass by her sins. 


Verse 2.—“She obeyed not. .. received 
not correction . . . trusted not in the 
Lord ... drew not near...” Notice 


the four things that Jerusalem did not 
do. Refusal to do these four things 
explains all the evil that she did. One 
can sense the stubbornness and willfyl- 
ness in all four statements. 
Verse 3.—“Her princes .. . her judges 
. gnaw not the bones till the morrow.” 


The leaders were the chief offenders, In 
this verse the princes and judges are 
likened to wild beasts, ravenous, cruel, 
and insatiable. The last phrase is diffi- 
cult, but the American Standard Version 
seems to be nearer correct: “They leave 
nothing till the morrow.” It depicts the 
rapacious greed of the rulers. 

Verse 4.—“Her prophets are light ... 
her priests... have done violence to the 
law.” The “spiritual” leaders as well as 
the civil leaders were terribly guilty. 
Where will there be reverence and obe- 
dience when the priests profane the holy 
things and flout the Law? - Frivolous 
ministers do not make godly congrega- 
tions, 

Verse 5.—“The just Lord is in the midst 

. he faileth not; but the unjust know- 
eth no shame.” The daily testimony of 
God through His prophets, and the daily 
demonstrations of His righteousness do 
not make the hardened sinners ashamed. 
They seem beyond shame. 

Verse 14.—“Sing ... shout ... be glad 
. +. rejoice ...O daughter of Jerusa- 
lem.” Beyond judgment is restoration 
and a song. The salvation of God is 
always linked with song. See Psalm 
40: 1-3. 

Verse 15.—“The Lord hath .. . cast out 
thine enemy: the king of Israel , . . in 
the midst of thee...” The future event 
is spoken of as already accomplished. 
The very enemies that were used as 
God’s instruments of judgment against 
His people are swept out as with a 
broom, and the King has taken up His 
abode in JeruSalem, assuring that no evil 
can befall the restored city. 


Verse 16.—*“. . . Jerusalem, Fear thou 
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not .. . Zion, Let not thine hands be 
slack.” The fearful city will become 
the fearless city. The “slack” hands 
here refer to paralyzing fear, which will 
be no more. All hands will be strong 
with holy confidence. 

Verse 17.—“The Lord thy God in the 
midst of thee is mighty; he will save 
.. + he will rest in his love . .. with 
singing.” What a picture! The Lord 
God is the mighty Saviour and the re- 
joicing lover! Even in the English 
translation this verse has the cadence of 
song. Read it aloud till its music fills 
your soul, 

Verse 18.—<“. . sorrowful for the 
solemn assembly ... the reproach... 
a burden.” A difficult verse. The phrase, 
“I will gather,” speaks of the dispersion 
that was to take place as part of the 
judgment before the restoration here 
celebrated. In that dispersion there 
would be godly souls who pined for the 
sacred festivals, who grieved for the 
reproach of Jerusalem. 

Verse 19.—“Behold . . . I will undo 
...I will save . . . I will get them praise 
... where they have been put to shame.” 
Those who afflict God’s people in their 
dispersion will be rewarded for their 
evil, while Israel will be healed and re- 
gathered, and given a name of honor 
among the nations whither she had been 
scattered and where she had been held 


up to scorn. 

Verse 20.—“‘At that time will I... 
gather you ... make you a name... 
turn back your captivity .. .”—added 


assurance of regathering, not as a mean 
and despised nation, but as a nation es- 
teemed and honored throughout the 
world. Whatever the future holds, this 
is sure. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The state of a nation is strongly de- 
termined by its leaders. Righteous 
leadership will raise standards of con- 
duct, while moral laxity in high places 
will certainly reflect in the life of the 
people. When the political and the re- 
ligious leaders are alike corrupt, there 
is little hope for national righteousness. 

In the days of which the Prophet 
Zephaniah speaks, Judah was cursed 
with bad leadership. Princes, judges, 
prophets, and priests were alike perverse. 
The civil authorities were greedy, ra- 
pacious, cruel, unscrupulous oppressors, 
who sought only their own gain at the 
expense of the people. The religious 
leaders were worldly and profane, hav- 
ing no reverence for God or His word. 
It is little wonder, then, that the people 
had no ear for the voice of God, no 
mind for His instruction, no heart to 
trust Him, no inclination to draw near 
to Him in the sanctuary. The sad thing 
was that none seemed to feel any shame 
for this state of things. 

But this was not to endure forever. 
God had a purpose for His people, sinful 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. (10) June 19.—Josiah Keeps the 
Passover 2 Chronicles 35; 2 Kings 23 
Next Week's Lesson 


1. July 3.—The Prophet of Judah's 
Decline. 
Jeremiah 22; 36; 2 Kings 23:31 to 24:7 








though they were, and His purpose 
would not fail. Through judgments He 
would rebuke them, and through great 
mercies He would restore them. He is 
the God mighty to save, and the latter 
portion of our lesson tells of the great 
salvation prepared for Israel. Among the 
dispersed of Israel would be those who 
yearned for God and for the service 
of the house of the Lord, who would 
-deeply mourn the reproach and shame 
of God’s people (v. 18). God sees and 
hears, and in answer deals with the 
enemies of His people, sweeping them 
away as one sweeps away rubbish with 
a broom (vs. 15, 19), and gathers His 
own to Zion, where He Himself dwells 
as King (v. 15). How changed then 
is the lot of Jerusalem, dwelling in peace 
and security without fear (v. 16), and 
being a praise instead of a reproach in 
the eyes of all nations (v. 20). Think 
of the blessedness of Zion when the Lord 
will dwell there as a mighty Saviour 
and a rejoicing lover! (v. 17.) 

While recognizing the prophetic and 
Jewish and dispensational nature of this 
great passage, we must not miss the 
universal principles involved, or the 
present application. To what extent are 
verses 2-4 a picture of our own nation? 
Is there not a call here to national re- 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


N WHOSE reign did Zephaniah proph- 
esy? : 

2. To what group of prophets does 
Zephaniah belong? 

3. What notable person appears in 
Zephaniah’s ancestry? 

4. What was the spiritual condition of 
Judah when Zephaniah began his min- 
istry? 

5. What is peculiar about Zephaniah’s 
charge against the city of Jerusalem, as 
given in our lesson portion? 

6. To what influence is the condition 
of Jerusalem attributable? 

7. How does Zephaniah regard the po- 
litical leaders of the city? 

8. In what capacities is the Lord seen 
to be “in the midst” of Jerusalem in our 
lesson? 

9. What promise is repeated three 
times in our lesson? 

10. How will Jerusalem be regarded 
by the nations when God accomplishes 
His purpose? 

(Answers on page 480) 
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Is there any 
sense in which we can expect the Lord 
to dwell in our midst as a nation, show- 
ing Himself mighty to save? What about 


pentance and revival? 


the church of today? Is she not guilty? 
Is she not called to repentance? May 
not she know recovery and’ a renewed 
presence of the Lord in love and power? 
And may we not make personal applica- 
tion, turning from our own rebellious 
ways, knowing His restoring grace, and 
realizing His abiding presence as a liv- 
ing Saviour and the Lover of our souls? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The righteous Lord in the midst of 
a wicked city administers justice 
(1-5, with special reference to 
verse 5). . 

2. The mighty Lord in the midst of a 
beloved city administers salvation 
(14-20, with special reference to 
verse 17). 


Topics for Development 

Four Fatal Faults. Verse 2 of our les- 
son portion is a keen analysis of the 
willful attitude of the sinner, and of 
many who claim to be Christians. When 
we refuse to give ear to the Word of 
God, when we scorn instruction and re- 
sent correction, when we put confidence 
in the devices of men rather than in the 
living God, when we avoid the place of 
prayer, we are in a sorry state indeed, 
and ready for any kind of sin. Spurgeon 
has a sermon on this text, in which he 
elaborates the spiritual tragedy and peril 
of such a state, and then proceeds to 
show the hope contained even in the 
rebuke: the voice of God still speaks, 
so that we may now give ear; the instruc- 
tions of the Gospel may even now be 
followed; God still waits to be trusted; 
the way is still open for us to draw near. 
This is a good thought, and should be 
pressed, (See “Treasury of the Old Tes- 
tament,” Volume 4, p. 729, Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 4 
vols., $37.95.) 

In the Midst. Three times in our les- 
son the Lord is seen “in the midst” of 
Jerusalem. In verse 5 He is in the midst 
as a righteous Judge, meting out judg- 
‘ments; in verse 15 He is in the midst 
as a victorious King, delivering His peo- 
ple from their enemies; in verse 17 He 
is in the midst as a mighty Saviour, and 
as a rejoicing Lover who sings over His 
beloved. If we submit to His preroga- 
tives as Judge and King, we shall know 
the blessedness of His effective saviour- 
hood and the sweetness of His love. 


Practical Applications 


What opens the door for moral degen- 
eracy and oppression in a city? Fafture 
to hear, submit to, trust, and draw near 
to, God (v: 2). The Word of God is the 
strongest antidote for corruption. Let 
us saturate our cities with the Gospel. 

Leaders have grave responsibility. 
Leaders who discharge their duties as 
servants of the people are a blessing, 
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but leaders who seize office as a means 
of advantage are a curse (vs. 3, 4), Pray 
for godly, conscientious leaders. 

The righteousness and justice of God 
should make us ashamed of sin, as the 
beams of the sun make a housewife 
ashamed of dusty corners, 

Salvation brings joy. How long is it 
since you sang a song of joy to the Lord? 

When you know the might of the Sav- 
iour, you will also know the tenderness 
of the Lover (v. 17). 


Golden Text 

Psa. 67:4.—“O let the nations be glad 
and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge 

. and govern...” Not till the nations 
submit to the righteous ,government of 
Jesus Christ will gloom turn to gladness 
and sorrow to song. Till then tyranny 
and oppression, corruption’ and greed 
will spoil the best efforts of the best 
men and keep the nations in fear. 

ELMuHuvRST, ILL. 

we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 


Circies OF His 4A/-7A/7E Power ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTtep HyMNS 


“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“Jesus Shall Reign” 
“Pass Me ,Not, O Gentle Saviour” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy and 
merciful Father, to whom all sin is hate- 
ful and all souls are precious, we thank 
Thee for the warnings of Thy Word and 
for the offered mercy of the Gospel. 
Help us in our study today that we may 
learn both of Thy severity and Thy good- 
ness and so be turned from our sins to 
Thyself. Bring all people to see that 


curist BRINGS Recovery 


the way of the transgressor is hard, and 
make them wise to turn from it and 
take Thy way. Bless Christian evange- 
lists, teachers, pastors, and parents that 
through their influence many may heed 
Thy call. Spare our world from perish- 
ing, and send Thy Son to reign. Guide 
and keep us through another week. Make 
us trustworthy, understanding, unselfish, 
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diligent in duty, and fruitful in every 
good work. Relieve the sick and the 
distressed and recover those who are 
backslidden. Forgive our sins and re- 
new a right spirit within us, for Thy 
name’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The first verse of 
our lesson says: “Woe to her that is 
filthy and polluted, to the oppressing 
city!” It is a shock to learn that the 
city is Jerusalem; not a heathen city, but 
the leading city of God’s ancient people, 
the center of the worship of the true 
God. In Jerusalem stood the only Tem- 
ple dedicated to the pure worship of the 
living God in all the world? His priests 
conducted His worship there, but they 
were unworthy men as were the offi- 
cials of the city, its judges, and many 
of its influential citizens. In Zephaniah’s 
time Jerusalem was a city of great sin 
and corruption, very far from what God’s 
holy city should have been. 

But are we any better? What of our 
great cities? Are they not places where 
sin abounds? What of our own ‘selves? 
We who have the Gospel have greater 
light and privilege than the Jews living 
before Christ. But in spite of our Gos- 
pel knowledge and Christian background, 
many of us are far from being Chris- 
tian. I remember starting to attend 
Sunday school in a community into 
which we had just moved in my boyhood 
and being shocked to find the sons of 
the Sunday school superintendent the 
most shameless and foul-spoken boys I 
had ever met. Their father led the Sun- 
day school and they attended regularly, 
but they were a disgrace to their father 
and to the Sunday school. It is bad 
enough when those who never go to 
church or Sunday school live evil lives. 
It is far worse to live wickedly while 
appearing to be God-fearing. Are we 
a credit to the Sunday school we attend, 
or do our lives bring shame upon it? 
If so, it is high time to get right with 
God and live right in His sight. 

CautcarRy, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Woe to her that is filthy and polluted 
. .” (Zeph. 3:1).—Who would have 
thought that a woe would ever be 
uttered by a prophet of the Lord against 
Jerusalem, the city of the God of peace, 
the most favored city on earth! But 
when a city becomes filthy, polluted, and 
oppressive, it is in a woeful state—and 
such was the condition of Jerusalem at 
this time. 

The Lord Jesus found it necessary to 
pronounce woes upon “the cities wherein 
most of his mighty works were done, 
because they repented not.” (See Matt. 
11: 20-24.) 

“Sin is a reproach to any people,” but 
it is most hateful to God in those whom 
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Lessan for June 26 


He has specially blessed. He was right 
who said, “Israel is the pillar of salt 
to the nations, crying to all people, 
‘Remember!’ ” 

“She obeyed not the voice...” (Zeph. 
3:2).—A fourfold indictment is brought 
against Jerusalem: “She obeyed not the 
voice; she received not correction; she 
trusted not in the Lord; she drew not 
near to her God.” 

Although she knew that “to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams” (1 Sam, 15:22), 
she did not obey when the Lord spoke 
to her in the Law and by His prophets. 

Although she knew that it is those 
whom the Lord loves that He corrects 
(Prov. 3:12), she “received not correc- 
tion.” 

Although she knew that all are blessed 
who put their trust in Him (Psa, 2:12), 
she trusted not in the Lord, but in As- 
syria or Egypt or her idols. “Our prac- 
tical relation to God,” says Dr. E. B. 
Pusey, “is summed up in four words, 
‘Mistrust thyself; trust God.’ Man re- 
verses this, and when ‘self-trust’ has of 
course failed him, then he ‘mistrusts God.’ 
Such rarely ask of God what they hope 
they may obtain fror{t man. They strain 
every nerve of their soul to obtain what 
they want; canvass, flatter, fawn, bribe, 
court favor; and only betake themselves 
to God when all human help fails. They 
would be indebted, not to God, but to 
their own diligence.” 

Although she knew that Israel was 
called “a people near unto him” (Psa. 
148:14); she “drew not near to her 
God” by repentance, by faith, hope, or 
love, or by works meet for repentance. 
In heart she remained far from Him. 

“When I was a boy on our Wisconsin 
farm,” said Daniel H. Miller, “I liked 
especially to play in a ravine which ran 
through a pasture some distance behind 
the barn. The soft pasture turf and a 
little brook made their appeal. But 
most important of all, the place was so 
far from the house that I couldn’t hear 
my mother when she called. She was 
a busy mother with a large family. 
There was water to be brought from the 
well, firewood , to be carried, and many 
other errands. I disliked those tasks 
and thought that if I could play so far 
from the house that my mother’s voice 
could not reach me, I could do so with 
a clear conscience. Although my mother 
knew where I played, and probably un- 
derstood just why I chose that particu- 
lar spot, she never commanded me to 
Stay nearby. 

“Some of us have established just such 
a one-sided relationship with God. We 
are at hand to receive His blessings, but 
when He would prompt us to take care 
of the work that is rightly our share, 
we turn our eyes away or close our 
hearts to His will. We do not come near 
to Him for fear He will ask us to do 
some task not to our liking. God does 
not command us, but He invites us to 
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live close to Him in order that we may 
share with Him the unsearchable riches 
of Christ.” 

“Her princes within her are roaring 
lions .. .” (Zeph. 3:3).—Instead of be- 
ing likened to he-goats which go “be- 
fore the flocks” (Jer. 50:8), Jerusalem’s 
leaders were called lions and wolves, 
which scatter and devour the sheep. 

Our Saviour warned against false 
prophets “which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly .. . are ravening 
wolves” (Matt. 7:15). And the Apostle 
Paul informed the elders of Ephesus, 
that after his departure “grievous 
wolves” would put in their appearance, 
and that they would not spare the flock 
(Acts 20:29). 

Difficult as it is for the average Chris- 
tian to realize that some religious leaders 
are like “lions” and “wolves,” the world 
is perfectly aware of it. 

I recall being a stranger in a certain 
city and going to a bank to have a check 
cashed. I was referred to an officer of 
the bank. After asking and securing 
various proofs of my identity, he apolo- 
gized for putting me to so much trouble; 
then said, “We have to exercise great 
care in cashing checks for strangers— 
especially religious leaders—because re- 
ligion is the greatest racket of all!” I 
assured him of my appreciation of the 
care he was taking, for I knew from my 
Bible—and by observation—that there 
were some wild characters posing as re- 
ligious leaders. 

“Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
Israel .. .” (Zeph, 3:14).—Here follows 
a prophecy to be fulfilled in the future. 
The Lord in the midst of her assures her 
that she shall not see evil any more. 
Because He is mighty He will save (or 
deliver) her; and rejoice over her with 
joy; He will rest in His love, and joy 
over her with singing. He will undo 
all the nations that have afflicted her, 
but will make Zion and Israel “a praise 
among all people of the earth.” 

It is apparent from all that Egypt and 
all the Arab nations are saying against 
the Jews, that that glorious time has not 
yet come. But it will come! When the 
Lord establishes His millennial King- 
dom, all the glowing promises regarding 
Israel's regathering, and exaltation above 
the nations will literally be fulfilled. 
(See Isa. 60.) 


Wawona, CALIF, 
ww 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this closing lesson of 

the quarter presents a picture of 
how low a nation can sink in sin, and 
at the same time how marvelous are 
the patience and mercy of God. The 
kingdoms of Judah and Israel never 
fully recovered from the idolatry that 
gained a strangle hold in King Solo- 
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mon’s reign. In spite of his early wis- 
dom he made the fatal mistake of gath- 
ering to him wives from the surrounding 
heathen nations, and those wives led 
him so far to forsake the God of David 
his father as to. erect altars, shrines, 
groves, and high places to their heathen 
gods. Connected also with this heathen 
idolatry were the grossest practices of 
immorality and lust. 

Some of the succeeging kings made 
efforts of reformation, breaking down 
heathen altars and destroying idols, but 
usually the reform was only partial. 
Then would come to the throne a king 
who would allow a complete relapse into 
idolatry again. When Josiah came to 
the throne of Judah, just an eight-year- 
old boy, the situation was as bad as 
ever, until at the age of sixteen he took 
matters in his own hand and almost 
completely restored the worship of the 
true God. 

It was in those early years of his 
reign that the Prophet Zephaniah came 
upon the scene and boldly denounced 
the nation’s wickedness, and it is the 
judgment pronounced by Zephaniah and 
his prophecy of Jehovah's ultimate for- 
giveness and blessing that forms the 
text of our lesson today. 

He calls Jerusalem a filthy and polluted 
city, a disobedient one that would not 
receive correction, staying aloof from her 
God. He calls her princes roaring lions 
and her judges rapacious wolves; he 
speaks of her prophets as treacherous 
and polluting the sanctuary, doing vio- 
lence to the Law. 

The kingdom of Israel, which never 
had made any effort at reform since the 
reign of Jeroboam, had suffered punish- 
ment about a hundred years before, 
when God permitted the Assyrians to 
conquer their land and carry away the 
people into captivity. Now the judg- 
ment was soon coming upon Judah, but 
God would have mercy and would save 
a remnant of His people for His own 
honor and glory. That part of the proph- 
ecy is yet to be fulfilled, as it is clearly 
promised they would ultimately return 
to Jerusalem. It would appear that the 
beginning of the end is not too far away, 
as the Jews are now returning to Pales- 
tine and to Jerusalem by the thousands. 

Fellows, if Zephaniah were to appear 
now in this year, 1955, he doubtless 
would just as severely denounce the 
United States of America. As a nation 
we have become filthy and polluted with 
crime and debauchery, with wickedness 
in high places, with wholesale Sabbath 
desecration, spending billions of dollars 
for liquor and many more billions as 
a result of crime. Teen-agers, both boys 
and girls, are’ committing atrocious 
crimes which were committed only by 
adults a few years ago. We-do not wor- 
ship idols of wood and stone and metal, 
but we worship money and sports and 
luxury and cars and fleshly appetites. 
Anything that comes between us and our 
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duty to God is an idol. Anything that 
keeps us from being a loyal servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is an idol. 


May God help you fellows to set your 


feet in the right path and stay in it, 
for you need Him and He needs you, He 
needs you to help turn some other fel- 
low from the downward path into the 
right way. You do not need to think 
very hard to see that this is the only 
wise thing to do. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E HAVE had ten lessons on the 

history of Judah this past quarter. 
Today we'll have a short quiz to see 
what we remember. 

1. Whose advice did Rehoboam follow? 

2. What was the result? 

3. What king of Judah won a great vic- 
tory over the Ethiopians because 
he trusted in the Lord? 

4. Which king sent Levites all over the 
land to teach the Word of God? 

5. What great mistake did King Jeho- 
shaphat make? 

6. Which king obeyed the Lord as long 
as his good uncle lived? 

7. What happened to King Uzziah when 
he tried to offer a sacrifice which 
only the priests were allowed to 
do? 

8. What king invited the people of Is- 
rael as well as the people of Judah 
to come to Jerusalem to observe 
the Passover? 

9. What happened to Sennacherib’s 
army? 

10. What king of Judah did the greatest 
amount of wickedness? 
11. Which king celebrated the best Pass- 
over Judah ever enjoyed? 
12. Tell anything you have learned from 
the life of one of these people. 
Before we go on with the history of 
Judah, we are going to spend a few 
Sundays looking at the messages of some 
prophets of this period. We are begin- 
ning today with the Prophet Zephaniah. 
Turn to Zephaniah 1:1. When did Zepha- 
niah prophesy? (In the days of Josiah.) 
This verse also gives us a little of his 
genealogy. He tells the name of his 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather, 
and his great-great-grandfather. I think 
Zephaniah is the only prophet who does 
this. Many people believe that his great- 
great-grandfather Hizkiah was Heze- 
kiah the king. This seems likely, for 
there is some good reason why Zepha- 
niah’s genealogy is.given. He must have 
been of a notable family, and this, for 
many people, would add weight to his 
prophecy. God has chosen His servants 
from both rich and poor people. No 
one will be able to say, “I was too poor 
to serve the Lord.” Oh, “My influential 
position was such. that I could not be 
out-and-out for Christ.” 
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The Book of Zephaniah has only three 
chapters. The first chapter tells of judg- 
ment coming on Judah and Jerusalem. 
The sixth verse tells which people are 
going to suffer. (Those who had turned 
back from the Lord, and those who had 
never sought Him.) Right. Verse 12 
tells more about these. Those “settled 
on their lees” means those that were 
satisfied with themselves as they were. 
The “lees” were the dregs of the grape 
juice, which manufacturers. were always 
trying to get rid of. People following 
the Lord are constantly wanting to get 
rid of everything unholy in their lives. 
The backsliders and unsaved feel satis- 
fied with themselves and don’t think the 
Lord will punish sin or reward right- 
eousness. The people of Judah who 
were “settled on their lees” found out 
a few years after this that God surely 
does punish sin and also that He pro- 
tects His own. Read the last verse of 
chapter 1. Here we learn that no amount 
of wealth will help in the judgment day. 

Chapter 2 tells of punishment on 
nations other than Judah, nations that 
were enemies of Judah. Read the third 
verse of chapter 2. The meek of the 
earth are just the opposite of those 
spoken of in the first chapter, and they 
will be hidden and protected in the day 
of the Lord’s anger. 

Chapter 3 paints a dark picture of 
conditions in Judah in spite of Josiah’s 
great reforms. But the last part of the 
chapter tells of the great blessing coming 
for the remnant of Israel when Christ 
reigns. 

Let’s read Zephaniah 3:1-5 together. 
What four bad things are said about 
Jerusalem in verse 2? Notice how 
severely the prophet speaks of the 
princes and judges of Israel. What four 
wonderful things are said about the Lord 
in verse 5? (He is just; He will not 
sin; He brings His judgment to light; 
He does not fail.) How glad I am to 
belong to such a God! 

“The unjust knoweth no shame.” Do 
you girls know any young people who 
seem proud of their misdeeds? Keep 
away from them. If you go with the 
unjust who know no shame they may get 
you into all sorts of trouble. Now let us 
read verses 6, 7, and 8. These Scrip- 
tures met with partial fulfillment when 
God let Nebuchadnezzar conquer the 
then known world and carry the Jews 
into captivity to Babylon. He was more 
cruel to the rich and to the princes than 
to the poor and common people. But 
all the prophecies of coming judgment 
in the prophets will have complete ful- 
fillment in the “great tribulation” of 
which the Bible speaks. 

Starting with verse 14, we have a 
happy description of the coming days of 
Israel’s blessing. God did regather many 
of the people of Judah during the time 
of Ezra and Nehemiah, but the complete 
fulfillment of these verses is yet future. 
Let us read them together. When the 
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Lord comes back to reign over this earth 
at the end of the Great Tribulation, the 
people of Israel then living will be saved. 
At the end of the Tribulation many 
nations will gather together to fight 
against Jerusalem. The Lord Himself 
will come back personally and destroy 
the leaders, called the Beast and the 
False Prophet. 

Now what can we learn from all this? 
God is not indifferent to what the nations 
are doing. When the right time comes, 
He will deal with men according to their 
works, with perfect justice. Since all 
have sinned this means condemnation 
for all who have not been born again, 
but some will suffer more than others 
in hell. All who belong to the Lord 
will be saved, but some will have more 
rewards in Heaven than others, for re- 
ward is given “according to their works.” 
Let us remember that our God takes 
notice of everything. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Lesson. for June 26 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


A Judge’s Prayer.—For thou shalt judge 
the people righteously (Psa.'67:4, Golden 
Text). A very remarkable testimony is 
given by Judge Harold R. Medina. It 
appears in the August number of the 
Reader’s Digest (1951) under the title, 
“Someone Else on the Bench.” The 
judge achieved fame in presiding at the 
trial of the eleven Communists in 1949. 

«He says that he has followed the habit 
of prayer since boyhood, but since his 
elevation to the bench hé has realized 
more than ever his need for God’s grace 
and guidance. He is conscious of the 
unfailing presence of God in the court- 
room. During the trial of the Commu- 
nists there were deliberate efforts by 
their supporters to wear down the judge 
until he would lese self-control that 
would result in a mistrial, Judge Medina 
declares that the one thing that saved 
him and saved the trial, in a desperate 
crisis hour, was the strange and won- 
derful power that came to him when, in 
his weakness, he “asked God to take 
charge of things and that His will be 
done.”—From United Presbyterian. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. Prize 
illustration, 


A Scoffer’s Terrible Judgment.—She 
[the nation] obeyed not the voice; she 
received not correction; she trusted not 
in the Lord; she drew not near to her 
God (Zeph. 3:2). A young woman who 
had been reared in a Christian home and 
who had often had serious convictions 
regarding the importance of coming to 
Christ chose instead the way of the 
world. Much against the wishes of her 
godly mother, she insisted on keeping 
company with a wild, hilarious crowd. 
Again and again she was pleaded with 
to turn to Christ, but she insistently 
refused to do so. Finally, she became 
seriously ill, and in spite of all that 
medical science could do for her, death 
was staring her in the face. Still she 
was hard and obdurate in her fight 
against the Lord. One night she awoke 
suddenly out of a sound sleep, a fright- 
ened look in her eyes, and asked ex- 
citedly, “Mother, what is Ezekiel 7, 
verses 8 and 9?” She explained that 
she had had a most vivid dream. She 
thought there was a Presence in her 
room who solemnly said to her, “Read 
Ezekiel 7:8, 9.” The mother turned in 
her Bible to this passage, which read: 
“Now will I shortly pour out my fury 
upon thee, and accomplish mine anger 
upon thee: and I will judge thee ac- 
cording to thy ways, and will recom- 
pense thee for all thine abominations 
+. . and ye shall know that I am the 
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Lord that smiteth.” The sufferer, with 
a look of horror on her face, sank back 
on her pillow exhausted, and in a few 
moments was in eternity.—From Tom 
M. Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, Monticello, 
Miss. 


God’s Care of an Orphanage.—The 
Lord hath taken away thy judgments, 
he hath cast out thine enemy (Zeph. 
3:15). In the town in North China 
where my parents labored for fifty years, 
and where I grew up as a boy, is a 
little orphanage for homeless girls, 
picked up from doorsteps, streets, and 
gutters, When the Communists 
swept down through North China the 
missionaries stayed on, but the Chinese 
church asked them to leave them to 
ride out the storm alone, bringing them 
less embarrassment. This left the or- 
phanage in charge of a young Chinese 
nurse. Foreign money was cut off, but 
the orphanage bought wheat, grinding 
it in their mill and making bread to 
sell. The little donkey was sold, and 
the children, putting on blinders to keep 
from getting dizzy, took turns going 
around the stone mill to grind the wheat, 
The Communist officials felt that the 
testimony of that orphanage was too 
strong, so one day this young nurse was 
called before the “people’s court” and 
sentenced to death. When the little girls 
heard that, they went down on their 
knees and prayed. And something hap- 
pened; the officials could never come 
and take her to be executed. A little 
later the nurse was brought to trial 
again, and again sentenced to death, 
and again the execution wasn’t carried 
out. There was a third trial, and a 
fourth, and at the fourth sentence of 
death the Communist official in charge 
stood up in a rage. “Give me a rope!” 
he stormed, “I am going to bind and 
execute her myself! I don’t believe 
there is any God protecting her.” Again, 
as this news came to the orphanage, the 
girls went down on their knees. Pres- 
ently this official, rope in hand, and 
followed by the executioners, came 
marching down the dusty street. Just 
as he put his foot on the front door- 
step, something happened to him; he 
suddenly doubled up in agony, and had 
to be carried home. A few months later 
the Nationalists took over there, and 
the new mayor offered these girls the 
security of the city’s inner bastion; once 
more there was prayer, and they re- 
fused the offer. Then the Communists 
unexpectedly came back, stormed the 
inner bastion, and killed or carried away 
three thousand persons. But the little 
group at the orphanage were still safe 
and sound.—From Sten Lindberg, in the 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans, 


Gladstone’s Comment Regarding Sun- 
day.—In that day it shall be said to Je- 
rusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, 
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Let thine hands be slack (Zeph. 3:16). 
In the interests of the nation we must 
keep the Sabbath. Said the great Vic- 
torian statesman, W. E. Gladstone, “Tell 
me what the young men of England are 
doing on Sunday, and I will tell you 
what the future of England will be.” 
For our own sake, for the sake of our 
families, our sons and daughters, and 
all coming after, let us safeguard the 
Sabbath Day. The Christian Sabbath 
has been provided for us in the wisdom 
of God for our physical, mental, and 
spiritual well-being, and we act wisely 
when we use this God-given day in the 
w@rship and service of our Maker, and 
in giving heed to the things that matter 
most.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can, 


A King’s Homage.—The Lord thy God 
in the midst of thee is mighty (Zeph. 
3:17). “I was reading of the battle of 
Agincourt, in which Henry V figured; 
and, it is said, after the battle was won 
—and gloriously won—the king wanted 
to acknowledge the Divine interposition, 
and he ordered the chaplain to read the 
Psalm of David, and when he read the 
words, ‘Not unto us, O Lord, . . . but 
unto thy name give glory,’ the king dis- 
mounted, and all the cavalry dismounted, 
and all the great host of officers and 
men threw themselves on their faces. 
Oh, at the Gospel of the Saviour’s love 
and the Saviour’s deliverance, shall we 
not prostrate ourselves before Him to- 
night, hosts of earth and hosts of 
Heaven, falling upon our faces and cry- 
ing, ‘Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy name give glory’?”—From 
T. DeWitt Talmage, in “One Thousand 
Evangelistic Illustrations.” Sent by Mar- 
tin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Can’t You Trust Him?—I will gather 
them that are sorrowful (Zeph. 3:18). 
A minister was doing his pastoral round 
one afternoon when he entered a home 
where a woman was in deep depression 
of spirit. The baby was querulous, her 
husband had gone to work unwell, and 
little Mary was in the hospital. Every- 
thing, seemingly, was wrong, and it 
looked, she said, as if God had forsaken 
her. “So the baby’s a nuisance now 
that he’s teething?” said the minister. 
“Yes,” she replied. “Then why don’t 
you get rid of him?” he asked. “Here, 
I'll open the door, and then you can 
throw him out,” “Of course I won't,” 
she said, looking shocked at the sug- 
gestion. “Well, for what price would 
you do it?” he asked. “Not for all the 
money in the world,” she answered. 
“You wouldn’t?” “Of course I wouldn't.” 
“And do you think,” said the minister, 
“that you love your baby more than 
God loves you? Can’t you trust Him 
to carry you through your troubles until 
all is well with you and yours again?” 
With a smile, she answered, “Why, of 
course,” and the smile was remaining 
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on her face when he departed.—From 
the Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


purpose When the Grasshoppers Disappeared. 
q —Behold, at that time I will undo all 


that afflict thee (Zeph. 3:19). Grass- 


of ALL ASSU Les- hoppers become the greatest pest in the 
son Helps—to win time of drought. In 1877 Minnesota had 
precious souls to a plague of grasshoppers. The farmers 
the Lord Jesus sought aid from the Governor, and he 


called a meeting for discussion. One 
by one suggestions were made until 
Governor Pillsbury said, “Gentlemen, 
inasmuch as this curse has come upon 
us from God, I suggest that we ask peo- 
ple everywhere in the state to gather 
for prayer to supplicate God to alleviate 
this curse.” To this they all agreed, 
and, before the evening of the next day, 
millions of grasshoppers died and others 
disappeared very suddenly, and the peo- 





that day—From the King’s Business, 
Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


l Y NION Ss ure 
we marnioag = aries , ' Topic and Script : 
¢ C e nut 5 ree ' d = 3 a 
8 sin a a Hope for All Nations (Zeph. 3:14-18a) 


URING our lessons on the kings we 
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for each letter? (Teacher: Use the cross- 
word puzzle below to review the lessons 
on the kings.) 

We shall have some stories about 
prophets today. What is a prophet? He 
is a man who speaks for God. There 
was a woman prophet, too, in Josiah’s 
time. Some of the prophets wrote down 
what God told them. See how much of 
our Bible was written by prophets. 
(Show the Scripture from Isaiah through 
Malachi.) Moses was a prophet, too, and 
wrote the first five books of the Bible. 

-One of the prophets who helped King 
Josiah was Zephaniah. His Book is short 
and not.easy to find. The very first 
verse mentions Josiah. My, what stern 


words he says from God! No wonder ; 


Josiah got busy and started clearing out 
the idols. Listen! (Read 1:2-6, 8b, 14.) 
Do you think that bad day that was 
coming soon got put off when Josiah 
and the people tore down the idols and 
made promises to follow the Lord with 
all their hearts? Remember what hap- 
pened when the Book of the Prophet 
Moses was found while cleaning out the 
Temple? That, too, told what would 
happen because of the idols. King 
Josiah sent men to ask the lady prophet. 
“Yes, it will happen,” she said, “but not 
while you are living.” We will see it 
coming tfue while Josiah’s sons were 
kings. 

But the prophets always had a mes- 
sage of cheer from God, too, for the 
days after the punishments were over. 
Zephaniah sounds so happy as he says— 
(read 3:14-18a). 

Oh, if Josiah’s boys had only listened 
to their father, to what the Bible and 
what God’s prophets told them! But, 
no, they would not. So they had to learn 
the hard way. They did not even get 
sorry like Manasseh, and then do right. 
So off they went to prison and trouble, 
and their people, too. Many boys and 
girls in America won't listen to their 
daddies and the Bible, and be obedient. 
(The daily paper will probably supply 
up-to-date illustrations.) Start right 
ways now as young King Josiah did. 
Keep out of mischief this summer. Come 
to church. “O praise the Lord, all ye 
nations , . . for his merciful kindness is 
great toward us: and the truth of the 
Lord endureth for ever” (Psa. 117:1, 2). 





Crisscross Kincs: 1 across. He would not 
make taxes less, so he lost a large part of 
his country. (Rehoboam.) 2 down. God 
gave him a great victory over a large army 
in answer to prayer, but he did not pray 
about his sore feet. (Asa.) 3 across. He 


*sent men around his country to teach the 


Bible, and as his army marched out singing 
praise to God, they found all of a terrible 
enemy army killed. (Johoshaphat.) 4 down. 
A boy king who was true to God while 
a good, old priest helped him. (Joash.) 
5 across. He went into the Lord’s house 
to burn incense, and became a leper. (Uz- 
ziah.) 6 down. God saved the city of Jeru- 
salem from a big army when he prayed, 
and gave him fifteen more years to live. 
(Hezekiah.) 7 across. He was very wicked; 
but while he was a prisoner, he was sorry 
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Lesson for June 26 


and prayed, so God let him be king again. 
(Manasseh.) 8 down. When he cleaned 
out the idols and fixed up the Temple, a 
part of the Bible was found. (Josiah.) 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD is a God of love. The more we 

learn about Him, the more we real- 
ize how greatly He loves. But God also 
hates. The thing that He hates is sin. 
Sin in any form displeases God so much 
that He has dealt and will always deal 
with it very severely. There is no cover- 
ing up sin! God knows all about it. 
He knows everything. , 

Have you ever had a terrible, terrible 
toothache? It hurt so much you couldn't 
even go to sleep at night. The next 
day Mother took you to the dentist. And 
out came the tooth! Then how good 
you felt! You could again run and jump 
and play and eat and there was no ache 
at all. By bedtime you could sleep 
soundly. And the next day you even 
forgot you had ever had a toothache. 
So it is with sin. Sin is a terrible thing. 
And God has made us so that we can 
realize when we are sinning. We can 
know that we are displeasing Him. And 
the only thing to do with sin is to get 
rid of it. After that, God gives us His 


* joy. ; 


Away long ago, long before the Lord 
Jesus lived (about 620 B.C.), God spoke 
to a man whose name was Zephaniah. 
God caused Zephaniah to write a little 
Book that is tucked in near the end of 
our Old Testament. Let us open our 
Bibles and find that tiny Book of only 
three chapters. It is the fourth Book 
from the end of the Old Testament. So 
let us find the end of the Old Testament 
and then work backward. There. Now 
you all have it. Let us say together 
the name of the man who wrote ‘this 
Book. It is Zephaniah. Say it again. 
Again. Now hold your Bible open. We 
will soon be looking carefully at it. 

Zephaniah wrote what God told him 
to write. He was a prophet. A prophet 
is one who tells what is going to happen 
in the future. Zephaniah explained to 
the people of God that they were no 
longer worshiping and serving God as 
they should. Instead, they were allow- 
ing foreign nations to influence them 
to worship false, make-believe gods. 
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We have studied about these occasions 
many times recently. So Zephaniah, the 
prophet, warned that if they did not 
turn from their sinful practices, awful 
punishment would come to them. 

Put your finger on chapter 3, the sec- 
ond verse. See what it says about the 
people of God who were then living: 
(1) They “obeyed not”—they were disobe- 
dient. Disobeying God is a very seri- 
ous thing. (2) They “received not cor- 
rection.” God tried to correct His people 
but they’ refused to change their ways. 
Certain good kings led them to tear 
down their idols and false gods, but 
soon their evil hearts led them back to 
worship them again. (3) They “trusted 
not in the Lord.” Instead of believing 
God and doing as He wanted, His people 
were trusting the people of foreign lands 
who did not love and Worship the true 
and living God. (4) God’s people “drew 
not near to... God.” That is, they did 
not pray. Imagine that! The people 
whom God loved so dearly, the peo- 
ple with whom He wanted to walk and 
talk, refused to talk with Him. They 
refused to think of Him. All of these 
things are terribly sinful. And God 
hates sin! 

But God loves. So He caused Zepha- 
niah to comfort His people by telling of 
a happy day that would come. For, in 
verse fifteen (put your finger on it) God 
promises that He will take away their 
judgments. But—and this must be re- 
membered!—the awful things that God 
allows to happen to His people will con- 
tinue to happen until they stop their 
sinning. 
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LETTER FROM A YOUNG 
GREEK TUBERCULAR GIRL 


Please forgive me for the liberty I am 
taking in writing this letter to you as I 
have nowhere else to turn. It comes 
from a suffering girl. Four years ago I 
became ill with tuberculosis—the national 
scourge of Greece. I entered the sana- 
torium and in eleven months became well 
and returned to my home on the Island 
of Cephallonia. nfortunately, how- 
ever, there came the earthquakes and 
because I had to live out in the open 
under a tree, even in the cold winter 
months. again I contracted tuberculosis 
and have now been suffering afresh 
from that horrible disease for a year. 

As if my own suffering were not suffi- 
cient, my brother, 20 years old, has also 
received the merciless blow of this disease. 
The plight of our family‘simply cannot 
be described. When I think of my poor 
mother who is completely blind, I nearly 
lose my mind. She will be left all alone 
in this world unless someone has com- 
passion enough to send my brother and 
me the antibiotic drugs that we need so 
desperately. 

You cannot imagine what hope there 
is in my heart as I send this letter to you. 
May God speak to your heart so that you 
may help my brother and me to get 
well and return to my despairing blind 
mother. I do not even have one cent to 
buy the paper to write this letter, but it 
was given to me by another patient who 
told me of your wonderful work and how 
so many tubercular patients in Greece 
have become well as a result of your as- 
sistance. It has been a long time since 
I have felt my stomach full. You have 
no idea of the extent of our poverty. 
How you must treasure your health, 
dear friend. Once it is lost, it is so diffi- 
cult to regain. 

There was the problem of finding the 
postage money to mail this letter to you, 
as I didn’t have it. Some of the other 
patients felt sorry for me and felt so sure 
that you were going to help me that they 
took an offering among themselves and 
gave itto me: So my heart and the 
heart of my brother in another part of 
the sanatorium are full of hope-which we 
trust you will not disappoint. When 
you send the drugs to us and probably 
some money for food, please send a Bible 
for me and one for my brother. 


Aspasia Samouri 























































Dear Reader: If this were your sister 
or daughter, what would you do? What 
would you like others to do? In the 
name of Christ, could you do exactly 
that and help this young girl and her 
brother through the American Mission 
to Greeks, Inc.; Dept. S, P.O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N.Y. (In Canada: 90 Du- 
plex Avenue, Toronto 7, Ontario.) To 
send medicine to both of them costs $25, 
with $5 they ean buy locally 40 pounds 
of nourishing food, and a Greek 
Bible costs only $1.00. With your help, 
the Mission is now endeavoring to care 
for 800 such cases in two of the largest 
sanatoriums in Greece. Additional 


thousands of tubercular patients are beg- 
ging us for God’s Word. Shall we say No? 
(Adv.) 
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Now put your finger on verse seven- 
teen and see what the prophet wrote 
about the true and living God of Heaven. 
(1) “The Lord thy God in the midst of 
thee is mighty.” (2) “He will save.” (3) 
“He will rejoice over thee with joy.” 
(4) “He will rest in his. love.” (5) “He 
will joy over thee with singing.” What 
does it mean when it says, “He will rest 
in his love’? Love sent the Lord Jesus, 
the only Son of God down from the 
ivory palaces of Heaven. It was God’s 
love that caused the Lord Jesus to sweat 
drops of blood in the Garden of Geth- 
semane. It was love that sent the Lord 
Jesus Christ to the cross of Calvary. 
There He died. But He rose again. 
Later He ascended into Heaven. There 
He is today, resting in the knowledge 
that He loved you and you and you and 
everyone who evér, ever lived—loved us 
with all the love of His heart. Now He 
rests. He can do nothing more. But 
He looks at each of us today waiting, 
hoping, praying that we shall turn our 
hearts—sinful as they are—to Him. 
Then, having received Him as our Sav- 
iour, and given up the sinfui things, we 
shall live for Him. And what He wants 
us to do, He wants everyone in all the 
world to do. 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 473) 

1, Josiah’s. 

2. The Minor Prophets. 

3. King Hezekiah (Zeph. 1:1. Written 
“Hizkiah” in K.J.V.). 

4. Very low, as Amon had left it. 

5. It is couched in the form of four 
negatives, indicating what Jerusalem had 
not done (3:2). ‘ 

6. The influence of the political and 
religious leaders (vs. 3, 4). 

7. As wild beasts, ravenous and in- 
satiable (v. 3). 

8. As judge (v. 5), king (v. 15), Sav- 
iour, and lover (v. 17). 

9. God’s promise to gather the dis- 
persed of Israel (vs. 18-20). 

10. As an object of praise and honor 
(vs. 19, 20). . 

ELMuurst, ILL. 
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Children at Home 


ll. Chisena’s Book 
By Marjorie A. Clark 


HISENA was feeling very happy. It 

was prize-giving day at the mission 
school, and he was sure he would re- 
ceive a prize. Hadn’t he gone to school 
every day?, There should be a prize 
for that! And hadn’t the white lady 
been teaching him to read? Even if he 
couldn’t hear with his ears, he was 
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learning to make sounds in his throat 
like the other children did. 

He took his place and waited eagerly 
for his turn. The boy next to him got 
a pencil. Chisena wished he could have 
a pencil of his very own. Another boy 
got a new shirt. Chisena needed a shirt, 
too, so he could dress up like the other 
boys on Sunday. Some of the children 
had little bags of coarse salt. Chisena 
liked salt, too; it tasted so good when 
he popped a little piece in his mouth. 

At last his turn came. 

“Chisena!” The boy next to him 
pointed to the front. Chisena ran up 
eagerly. He held out both his hands 
to show he was glad to get the prize. 
But what was this? A book! Chisena’s 
smile faded. 

After the feast he ran home quickly 
to his father. He was very angry. 

“I am angry,” he said to his father 
with signs. “The other children got 
salt; they got shirts and pencils. But 
I only got a book.” 

His father did not say anything, but 
that night when he came home he called 
Chisena, 

“The white lady wants to know if you 
like your book, but I told her you were 
angry.” 

Chisena nodded. Perhaps the lady had 
given his father a pencil? 

His father was talking with his hands 
again: “She said, ‘How long will the salt 
last?’” 

“It is gone already,” Chisena said. 

“‘*And the shirts, and the pencils?’” 

“They will soon be ‘dead,’” Chisena 
said. 

“But the book will last. The white 
lady made it for you herself, Chisena. 
It took a long, long time. She says soon 
you will be able to read the book.” 

Read it? Would he be able to read 
just like the other boys? Chisena ran 
to the corner of the house where he 
had hidden the book. He began to look 
at the pages. Why, it had some of the 
letters the lady had written on the 
blackboard. He made funny squeaks in 
his throat, trying to sound them again. 


His father was smiling and nodding his _ 


head, and his mother clapped her hands. 

Suddenly, Chisena hugged the book to 
him. Why, this was a good prize after 
all. He would ask the white lady to 
help him read all of it! Perhaps it had 
the same stories as the white man told 
to the boys in Sunday school, when 
Chisena wished so much he could hear 
with his ears, 

(To be continued) 


I do not believe that our Heavenly 
Father will ever forget His children. I 
am a very poor father, but it is not my 
habit to forget my children. God is a 
very, very good Father. It is not His 
habit to forget His children.—Hudson 
Taylor. 
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Bison for June 26 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Commenting on Commentaries. By 
Cc. H. Spurgeon. (Kregel Publications, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) This amaz- 
ing work begins with “A Chat About 
Commentaries,” in which the famous 
Baptist preacher of London gave his 
frank opinion of some of the great com- 
mentaries on the Bible or one of the 
Testaments. Then follows a lecture to 
his students on commenting, in Spur- 
geon’s pithy style. The main body of 
the book consists of the author’s concise 
opinions of 1,437 commentaries and ex- 
positions of separate books. It is not a 
dry catalogue, but makes entertaining 
reading, because of Spurgeon’s humor 
and devastating criticism where he 
thought it necessary. It is of course a 
valuable guide to hundreds of reference 
books. In addition, there is a textual 
index to the great preacher’s Metropoli- 
tan Tabernacle sermons. 


The Unfolding of the Ages. By Paul R. 
Alderman, Jr. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) Mr. Alder- 
man, a Christian businessman, presents 
a logical, detailed study of Bible proph- 
ecy: fulfilled, being fulfilled, and to be 
fulfilled. It is in five parts and twenty- 
six chapters, and at the beginning of 
each chapter the author gives an outline 
with Bible references. Perhaps the most 
interesting section to many readers will 
be Part IV, “This Present Evil Age: 
Prophecy Being Fulfilled,” in which Mr. 
Alderman speaks of the Antichrist, the 
revived Roman Empire, Russia, Israel, 
the counterfeit church, and Satan. 

This is a very good handbook on 
prophecy, and could well be used for a 
series of studies in an adult Bible class 
or other study groups. It closes with 
a strong appeal to let prophecy have its 
proper effect in our daily lives, carrying 
out the thought of James 1:22, “Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only.” 


The Westminster Pulpit. Volume II. 
The Preaching of G, Campbell Morgan. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$4.) Dr. Morgan’s tremendous ability to 
go to the very depths of a text is again 
demonstrated in this, the second volume 
in a series of ten which are in process 
of publication. When he deals with a 
portion of God’s Word, he is not content 
to give it superficial consideration, like 
many preachers who seem to think that 
expository preaching consists only in the 
making of a few pious comments on the 
selected passage. And in this preaching 
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the truth is always presented in a very 
practical way. Morgan’s hearers came 
to know not only what the exact mean- 
ing of a text is, but also what difference 
that text ought to make in their own 
lives. 

Throughout the sermons, there are 
frequent glimpses imto the preacher’s 
own relationship with the Lord, and 
these bits of personal testimony are re- 
freshing and heart-warming. It is good 
to know, for example, that this great 
servant of the Lord found his own soul 
stirred by one hymn more than any 
other, and that that hymn was, “Make 
Me a Captive, Lord.” The secret of Dr. 
Morgan’s success as a preacher is not 
easily defined, even after a careful study 
of these sermons, but surely it is easier 
to understand his power when we know 
that he knew himself to be Christ’s cap- 
tive. 

Those who have read the first two 
volumes in this series of Dr. Morgan’s 


(17) 481 





hele -teP @ 3. nt 
SCRIPTURE- 


CHRIST 


capo 


AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
YOURSELF, CLUB OR ORGANIZATION. 
OTHER FAST MONEY-MAKERS. 


For SAMPLES on approval 





Dept. R-5 Clinton, Mass. | 
Pe Se , eee eee ae | 
ea NR Tay. bein ck Teh. | 





Cape Cod Christian Conference 
Eighth Season, July 10 to August 26, 1955 


Speakers: Bennett, Mercer, Evans, Neuberg, Welsh, 
Huber, Jackson. 


Board and room — $25 to $45 weekly. 
cooked f , with ocean specialties, served family style. 
Accessible to golf course, fresh and salt water bathing, 
deep sea Sshing. A small conference with a great fu- 
ture. For folder write: Chaplain W. W. Willard, 
Forestdale, Mass. Tel. GArden (Osterville) 8-4568. 


Good home 
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These lessons solve the Junior-Inter- 


mediate BOY problem by presenting spiritual 


ATTRACT « HOLD! 


that Attracts and Holds 









truths in workaday words. The church needs men; there will be more if boys are held. 


Real Advantage in International Uniform Lessons 
Mail coupon today and see how The Christian Life Series promotes UNITY so vital to. a successful 
enthusiastic Sunday School. Now enriched with increased illustrations, attractive format, improved 
cover designs and strengthened lesson material from consecrated writers, The Christian Life Series 
more than ever emphasizes the advantages of uniform lessons: 


1, Simplifies the substitute teacher problem—ALL 


teach the same lesson. 


2. Encourages family discussion of the lesson by 


ALL members regardless of department. 


3. Permits Assembly of the whole school for 


Superintendent's summary of the lesson. 


MAIL COUPON 
FOR SAMPLE LESSONS 


4. Provides the greatest abundance of re- 
lated lesson helps and permits the widest 
possible individual application of lesson 

s. 

5. Comprehensively covers the Bible in a 

seven year cycle. 


UNION ag: pl Dept. 165, Cleveland 1, Ohio 


me FREE aA compie of The Christian Life 
Lessons below 


Dointtietihiiads Berles ors Sunday School as indicated 

The Chwietion Life Berles = Cradle Roll Junior Dept. Young People’s Dept. 
be in your teaching ministry. Beginner's Dept. Intermediate Dept. Adult Dept. 

Acclaimed everywhere as giving Primary Dept. Senior Dept. Home Study Dept. 


teachers and superintendents a 
quick means to better results. 
You will be surprised and de- 
lighted with the richness and 
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sermons will eagerly await the appear- 
ance of the other eight books, 


Yours for Four Years. By Paul Hutch- 
ens. (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIL, 
$3.50.) Young medic, Darryl Dietzwood, 
had been assigned the family of Pom- 
eranz to attend free of charge as part 
of his four-year course. His first call 
sprouted difficulties at once when Cherry 
Ann, introverted teen-ager, told him 
frankly that her mother had left home 
and her daddy was an alcoholic. The 
second Pomeranz home came up with 
Aunt Sophia, who majored in arthritis 
and a closet skeleton which had to do 
with lovely Marna. A call at the apart- 
ment of Nona, Cherry Ann’s mother, re- 
sulted in near tragedy, when Daddy Dan, 
in a drunken rage, regarded the visitor 
as a two-timer. Next, . Darryl met 
Grandpa Pomeranz, victim of asthma, 
and Grandma, victim of rancor. 

As an earnest Christian, the young 
man seeks earnestly to bring to Christ 
these who need Him so much. Dan is 
reached in his last hour. Beautiful Nona 
givess her blood to save her husband. 
Cherry Ann changes like the ugly duck- 
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CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN? 


Christian comics are a reguiar feature in 
MY CHUM, the fascinating monthly maga- 
zine for children 4 to 14. ° Look for Christ- 
centered stories, games, puzzles, too. $3 
year. Sample free. , 


MY CHUM _Box SS, Highland, Illinois 
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ling. New drugs pull Grandpa out of 


his struggle. But Grandma cannot for- 
give the Schaeffers. They had killed 
her son, Davy, by making him tend a 
vicious horse, and now they have killed 
Dan, for was not Nona a Schaeffer, and 
had not her unfaithfulness turned her 
husband to drink?, Grandma tastes re- 
venge when Jasper Schaeffer gets her 
blackmail letter. Jasper’s sin looms high, 
but the cross of Christ reaches higher, 
and glimpsing it, he is able to know for- 
giveness. This is really the story’s 
climax. Then, one by one, the many 
other threads are tied in, and the Pom- 
eranz family finds release .in Christ, 
while Marna is given the true love of 
the doctor himself. 


Archaeology and the Old Testament. 
By Merrill F. Unger, Th.D., Ph.D. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $4.95.) “General archaeology as a 
science based on the excavation, deci- 
pherment, and critical evaluation of rec- 
ords of the past is a perennially fascinat- 
ing subjéct. Of even greater interest is 
the more restricted field of Biblical 
archaeology.” The reader will, of course, 
want to know what are the author’s 
views in regard to the inspiration of the 
Bible. He believes in the “plenary ver- 


. bal” inspiration ‘according to “the clear 


claims of ‘the Bible.” As he leads us 
into this wonderful study, he points out 
how many of the most notable discov- 
eries affecting the Bible and particularly 
the Old Testament have been made 
within the last half century. He shows 
how these important discoveries have 
performed a needed function in dealing 
a fatal blow to die-hard radical Higher 
Critical theories that have especially 
plagued Old Testament study. He gives 
many examples of this. However, he 
shows that the Bible does not need to 
be “proved” either by archaeology or 
any other science. 

He shows ‘that archaeology is much 
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more useful in illustrating and explain. 
ing the Bible. He admits again that the 
Bible, as a revelation from God, does 
not need archaeological light to make 
it understandable and spiritually vital, 
Again, however, he shows by many ex- 
amples how this study has thrown light 
upon the sacred text. 

His method is to follow the narrative 
from Genesis to Malachi and illuminate 
the record by numerous findings of the 
spade. Needless to say this is a fascinat- 
ing study. Those who want to know 
the meaning of the Word cannot afford 
to be without this valuable aid. Through 
the use of large Scripture and general 
indexes, any passage on which there is 
comment is easily found. The volume 
closes with high hopes of the future 
findings of this science. 


Lutheran Cyclopedia. Edited by Er- 
win L, Lueker. (Concordia Pub. House, 
St. Louis 18; $7.50.) Written under the 
auspices of the General Literature Board 
of the Missouri Synod, this volume en- 
deavors to give “accurate and nontech- 
nical descriptions of all religious denomi- 
nations and organizations—their beliefs 
and practices, arts and cultures, his- 
tories and philosophies, and great lead- 
ers past and present,” with special em- 
phasis on Lutheranism in America. It 
includes 7,550 subjects coming from the 
pens of 112 contributors. 

A spot-reading analysis of the volume 
indicates that it is true to the tenets of 
historic Christianity. It teaches verbal 
inspiration, the substitutionary atone- 
ment, the miraculous, and the resurrec- 
tion of the body—just to mention a few. 
On some non-Lutheran subjects, how- 
ever, there is some vagueness and mis- 
understanding. For example, the brief 
article ‘(thirty-five lines) on the “Victori- 
ous Life” completely ignores those 
teachings championed by THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Trmes. Several articles are dog- 
matically antipremilliennial, and the be- 
liefs of Reformed churches generally are 
criticized. 


Picture Book of Kansas; Picture Book 
of Louisiana; Picture Book of Oregon; 3 
volumes. By Bernadine Bailey; illus- 
trated by Kurt Wiese. (Albert Whitman 
& Co., Chicago 6; $1.25 each.) Three more 
very attractive, iffformative books have 
been added to the series of “The United 
States Books.” There are twenty-five 
now in the published list, and it is to 
be hoped that all of the states, in time, 
will be added. The early history, in- 
teresting gedgraphical and _ industrial 
facts, peculiarities of the people and their 
accomplishments, the distinctive scenic 
features of each state are given, with 
many fine illustrations, some in black 
and white and others in full color. Young 
people will enjoy reading and learning 
about the states which are all so dif- 
ferent and so interesting. The books 
measure 8%x6% inches; and are bound 
in cloth, 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 26 


1, Canada-United States: Neighbors 
(Psa, 133; 144:11-15) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OPICS, such as this week’s and the 

two that will follow on the general 
subject of “Broadening Our Neighborli- 
ness,” have‘ three principal aspects— 
political, personal, and Christian. In 
considering Canada-United States neigh- 
borliness from the political viewpoint, 


* there is not a great deal that you and 


I can do as Christian young people to 
improve relationships, except as oppor- 


» tunity may come to cast our votes for 


legislators and government officials who 
have expressed their intentions of main- 
taining good relations with our northern 
neighbor. It should be a matter of sat- 
isfaction both to Canadians and those 


a 
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who live in the United States that be- 
tween us runs the longest unguarded 
frontier in the entire world. There are 
many common bonds between the two 
peoples such as language and heritage, 
and usually in times of national emer- 
gency the two governments act together 
in full co-operation. It is to be hoped 
that this happy political accord will con- 
tinue. ye 


In so far as the personal aspects of 
neighborliness with Canada are con- 
cerned, much of that will be limited to 
the opportunity we may have, as indi- 
viduals, of visiting in Canada, or enter- 
taining Canadian friends. All too often 
travelers from the United States have 
given those in other countries a strange 
impression of our people. Surely this 
will not be so among those of us who 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
who, no matter where we are, will not 
brag or boast even about our country, 
and will not be guilty of belittling or 
looking down upon others who may live 
in another land. It is in this realm that 
we shall do well to learn what we can 
about our neighbor, Canada—about her 
accomplishments, her many natural “‘won- 
ders, about her history, and the many 
fine features of her governmental sys- 
tem. All of this will help us to realize 
that Canadians, too, have much to be 
proud of and to merit our love and re- 


spect. 
» se 


However, it is when we look at Can-- 


ada, our neighbor, from the Christian 
viewpoint that tHe Scripture verses 
chosen for our topic and for our daily 
reading through the week have their 
application. Stronger than any political 
or personal bond are the bonds of Chris- 
tian fellowship that exist between be- 
lievers from the United States and be- 
lievers from Canada, Perhaps there may 
be some relationship which your par- 
ticular denomination has with Christian 
groups in Canada. Your pastor can help 
you determine what these are and how 
you may learn more about them. 
$¥ 

You will find, too, that, just as in the 
United States, there are groups in Can- 
ada that need the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There are in Canada those 
who have not yet heard the Good News 
of the Gospel, and who have little op- 
portunity for Christian teaching and 
worship. 

The Canadian Sunday School Mission, 
whose address is Room 21, 222 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, Can., is one organ- 
ization that is seeking to get the Bible 
into the hands and hearts of Canadian 
young people. 

The Railway Mission of North Amer- 
ica, 106 Evelyn Crescent, Toronto 9, Ont., 
is particularly interested in reaching 
railway men and their families with the 
Gospel throughout Canada. 

The Shantymen’s Christian Association 
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of North America, 14 Spadina Road, 
Toronto 5, carries the Gospel to isolated 
lumber camps and fishing villages. 

Several years ago, a group of Chris- 
tians traveling to Alaska on THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Trmes sponsored Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour had a real opportunity to 
see some of the work of the Shantymen’s 
Christian Association firsthand, and to 
meet some of its workers. The boat on 
which the Christian Fellowship party 
was traveling stopped at Prince Rupert, 
B. C. A motorboat of the Shantymen’s 
Christian Association, in charge of Mr. 
Cecil J. Carter, was tied up at Prince 
Rupert at the time, and Mr. Carter and 
his workers came aboard the boat on 
which the Christian Fellowship party 
was traveling and told of their work 
and showed to the group colored slides 
of many of the lumber camps and fish- 
ing villages along the coast of British 
Columbia, where their little boat had 
visited and held services and established 
Sunday schools for children. Many cf 
the party visited the Shantymen’s bc 
and got a firsthand view of how the» 
missionaries of the Gospel live and travel 
in their missionary work. Here was a. 
true neighborliness and oneness in 
Christ that knew no barrier of naticnal 
allegiance or label, because they all 
loved and served the same Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

w 


Are Friends Orthodox? 
(Continued from second page) 


and in our general area. But there 
are other yearly meetings in other 
sections of the U.S.A. which do not 
face the issues of Modernism and its 
influence and its agreement with 
Hicksite Unitarians as we do here in 
Philadelphia. The Western Quakers 
are more evangelical and there are 
some who are outspoken in denounc- 
ing the Hicksism of 125 years ago 
which split the Society in many quar- 
ters, but not all... . There are a few 
about here that recognize the issues 
and are courageous enough to speak 
out against such compromise in mat- 
ters of faith and loyalty. 


ve 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 20 to 26 

Mon.—Zephaniah 1:1-9, 12, 13, 
. God’s Judgment of Sin. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “The day of the 
Lord is at hand.” The idolatrous priests 
and their young candidates and also the 
false priests of Jehovah were very near 
a day of punishment,. beyond which was 
the greater day of divine wrath. The 
Lord’s anger burns against all false pro- 
fessors. The gentle Jesus has eyes “as 
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a flame of fire” (Rev. 1:14). Let us not 
forget that sins of professing Christians 
are very offensive to God. Pray for a 
great heart-searching work of the Spirit 
of God in your congregetion. 


Tues.—Zephaniah 1:14-18. 
The Day of the Lord. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The great day of 
the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth 
greatly, ... that day . . . of wrath.” 
The prophet announced God’s day of 


“wrath” would be a foretoken of the 
great wrath to come upon all sinners 
(Rev. 11:18; 6:17). Some sins are ex- 
posed in this life, but most of them fol- 
low the.sinner into the next world, 
awaiting the judgment of God. Pray that 
ministers will be more faithful in preach- 
ing on future retribution, 


Wed.—Zephaniah 2:1-7, 
An Invitation to Repentance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Before the fierce 
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reckoning with His sinful nation. The 


anger of the Lord come upon you... 












Clarkes Commentary 
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A great classic commentary ... 
written in another generation 
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by Adam Clarke 


A gentle, understanding, pious man, Adam Clarke sought 
only to illuminate the Scriptures and not to interject con- 
troversy into the study of them. Called: “The Prince of Com- 
mentators,” he possessed amazingly comprehensive knowledge 
of the Bible. His ability to make that knowledge live for 
others has turned men and women to these pages with con- 
fidence and unfailing reward. 

Preachers, teachers, Sunday-school workers, students—all 
earnest seekers of God’s truth—testify to the superior worth 
of CLARKE’S COMMENTARY. It has stood the test of time. 
—and has proved to be an ever-full storehouse of Bible 
learning. 


Vol. I—Genesis to 
Deuteronomy 
Vol. I1l—Joshua to Esther 
Vol. IlI—Job to Solomon’s 
Song 


6 big rewarding volumes ¢ 800 pages in each ¢ 4,800 pages 
in the entire set ¢ printed in clear type on excellent paper 
¢ beautifully bound in durable buckram 

set $24.50 — per vol. $4.50 


Vol. IV—Isaiah to Malachi 
Vol. V—Matthew to the Acts 


Vol. VI—Romans to the Rev- 
elation 
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Seek ye the Lord.” The only way to 
escape God’s wrath against sin is to flee 
into the arms of the atoning Saviour, 
The way of prayer is the only safe road 
to pardon. “Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” The 
publican and the penitent thief found 
the pardoning Saviour at prayer. Pray 
for a great turning to God by the sin- 
ners in your community. 


Thurs.—Zephaniah 3:1-9. ; 
God’s Purpose in Judgment. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For then will I 
turn to the people of pure language, 
that they may all call upon the name 
of the Lord, to serve him with one con- 
sent.” God’s punishments of sin in this 
life are generally for correction. He 
seems to have to keep some of us 
“pickled” in trouble to keep us from 
misbehavior. When God’s judgments 
are upon us, and on nations, lessons in 
righteousness are usually learned. Pray 
for the rulers of all nations, 


Fri.—Zephaniah 3:13-20. 
Hope for the Future. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In that day.” The 
present may be grievous, but the Lord 
can turn sorrow into joy. “Weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning” (Psa. 30:5). After correc- 
‘tion, nations, as individuals, are hum- 
bled and generally behave better. The 
love of the Lord for His people is such 
that He chastises them, from time to 
time, to keep them in good behavior. 
Have you found that the Lord is gra- 
cious in His rebukes? Pray for daily 
vigor in Bible reading and prayer, 


Sat.—Isaiah 35. Universal Joy. 

PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: “The ransomed of 
the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness; and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away.” Look forward to the com- 
ing Kingdom of Christ, and pray that 
it may soon come. The world’s best days 
await Christ’s return to kingship aver 
the whole earth. He shall reign from 
sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth. Universal joy comes 
with the Lord’s righteous rule over the 
whole world. Pray constantly, “Thy 
kingdom come”! 


Sun.—Luke 24:44-47. 
The Gospel for All Nations. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “And that re- 
pentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 
The main business of the church is 
the carrying out of the Lord’s evange- 
listic directive—the great commission. 
He wills the salvation of all men. 
His blood was shed for their pardon, 
His Gospel is meant for their ears, 
and His Spirit for their hearts. Pray 
for a passion for souls, 
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